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“As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were 
grieved into repenting.”

 II Corinthians 7:9a

“Communication plays a critical role in the process of restoration.” 
We have to be able to break through the difficulties of communication 
if we are ever going to see restoration. So how does communication 
enable restoration?
Communication eases uncertainties. Relationships are often filled 
with uncertainties because we are all different and we all react in 
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different ways to the same circumstances. 
Those differences, and the resulting frictions, are the source of 
Paul’s uncertainty. Paul had written a severe letter to the Corinthians 
correcting some problems in the church. He had no idea how they 
were going to respond. They didn’t have phones. They didn’t have 
text. They didn’t have email. Communication took a long time, and 
it was tearing Paul apart. Think about how he is describing himself 
in v.5, “our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn 
- fighting without and fear within.” That’s a pretty good picture of 
someone who is in turmoil emotionally. He says he is having trouble 
sleeping. His mind is constantly going over the conflicts going on and 
the fear that it creates within him. We’ve all gone through times like 
that. It’s almost impossible to do anything else when we are in an 
intense time like that.
All of Paul’s uncertainties about his relationship with the Corinthians 
melted away as he saw Titus, and his affliction was turned to rejoicing. 
Communication eased his uncertainties.
Communication also facilitates repentance. Henri Nouwen tells the 
story of a family he knew in Paraguay. The father was a doctor who 
spoke out against the oppressive government there and its human 
rights abuses. The local police took revenge on him by arresting his 
teenage son and torturing him to death. It was a brutal murder. The 
father responded with the most powerful protest imaginable. At the 
funeral the father did not have his son’s body embalmed and restored 
to give everyone an attractive memory. Rather, he displayed his 
son’s body as he found it in the jail - naked, scarred and twisted from 
the electrical shocks, open sores from the beatings, and burns from 
cigarettes. All the villagers filed past the grotesque corpse which lay, 
not in a coffin, but on the blood-soaked mattress from the prison.
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That’s a horrible incident, but it accomplished its purpose. Sometimes 
it takes a strong and emotionally tearing message to accomplish 
restoration. That father sent a stirring message that helped to end 
the abuses of that government.
Paul’s severe letter was the same kind of strong, emotionally 
tearing message. It was a hard message to deliver - it ripped at the 
Corinthian’s hearts and spirits. Titus’ report confirmed for Paul that 
the letter had caused them deep sorrow and distress, “For even if I 
made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it - though I did regret 
it, for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while,” v.8. 
But he went beyond the distress to point out that the letter had a good 
result: “…you were grieved into repenting,” v.9.
Most of the time the most loving thing we can do for others is to 
confront them boldly and emphatically with their sin. That is the only 
option that opens the door for restoration. Paul points out in v.10 that 
the result of that kind of loving confrontation is that it provides the 
opportunity for people to turn to the Lord, “For godly grief produces 
a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly 
grief produces death,” v.10.
For the Corinthians, their sorrow at receiving Paul’s letter was met by 
a growing commitment to make things right. Verse 7 tells us that they 
mourned over what they had done. Verse 11 tells us that they changed 
and renounced their former actions, “For see what earnestness this 
godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear 
yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what 
punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent 
in the matter,” v.11. That repentance led to the state of innocence 
mentioned here. Before they were in sin and the relationship with 
Paul had been broken. Now they had made it right and their hearts 
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had turned back toward Paul. Communication had facilitated their 
repentance.
In the face of sin, strong and uncompromising communication is 
necessary to challenge people to get things right. When done in the will 
of God, and in the love of the Holy Spirit, that kind of communication 
causes repentance which leads to restoration.
Sin causes brokenness. Restoration calls for a strong message 
confronting the sin so that it can be made right. The key is that it 
has to be done in God’s will. That means that it has to be done in 
God’s way. Instead of focusing on how we have been wronged, the 
focus must be on how God has been wronged. When people get 
right with God they will inevitably be restored to each other. Proper 
communication facilitates repentance which leads to restoration.
Blessings,
Pastor Randy
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2026:
Sunday’s

9:30 a.m. Worship Service

10:30 a.m. Fellowship

10:45 a.m. Sunday School for the Whole Family

Tuesday’s

1 p.m. Women’s Bible Study at BVBC

Wednesday’s

September 9, AWANA Resumes for 2026-2027 Season

Thursday’s

Evening Women’s Bible Study will resume in Fall

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. Youth Group 9th - 12th Grade

Saturday’s

May 2, 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study via Zoom

May 16, 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study via Zoom
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Upcoming Events

Friday, May 1 - Friday, May 15, Meals on Wheels

Saturday, May 9, 8 a.m. Leadership Team Meeting

Saturday, May 9, 2 p.m. Ladies Tea Party

Sunday, May 10, Mother’s Day

Sunday, May 24, Newsletter Articles are Due

Monday, May 25, Memorial Day

Sunday, July 12 - Thursday, July 16, VBS: Junkyard Redemption
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MISSIONARY UPDATES
AMANDA BENSON - PHILIPPINES

April 1, 2026
SOMETIMES IT’S A SMALL THING
It has been seven years since I last played my oboe in the pit orchestra 
for the school musical, but I finally have the opportunity again this 
year! During my first four years in the Philippines, I joined the pit every 
year, though once I played keyboard instead of oboe. After my first 
furlough, however, COVID had hit, so between not having musicals 
and getting back into the groove of them, I only had the opportunity 
to play in the pit one time, but it was on keyboard. So when I found 
out that our musical this year (Once Upon a Mattress) had an oboe 
part, I was ecstatic!
Leading up to our first rehearsal, I got the music early, got some 
reeds, and began practicing. I knew it would take a while to get my 
mouth back in shape to play for that long! When the first rehearsal 
came, I was so excited! It didn’t take too long to get back into the 
groove of things. But I also realized really quickly that something 
wasn’t quite right.
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One of my notes was playing very, very flat. On the oboe, almost all 
my tuning happens by adjusting my mouth. But no matter what I did, 
I couldn’t get that note even close to where it was supposed to be. 
Everything else and all other notes seemed to be just fine; it was just 
this one with the problem. This brought frustration amid my joy. On 
the fast parts, it wasn’t a big deal. But on the slow parts where I had 
prominent parts (which is often on the oboe), it sounded HORRIBLE.
So…I set out to figure out what was wrong. I figured it had to be 
something with the oboe itself, but I wasn’t sure what…and I don’t 
know if anyone in the Philippines would have enough experience with 
oboes to know. I searched online for some ideas, but nothing really 
helped. After more frustrating rehearsals, I decided to try contacting 
an oboe technician in the US to ask for some guidance. I had bought 
reeds from an online company in the past, so I emailed them to ask, 
but after a week, I still hadn’t received a reply. So, I searched for 
oboe technicians in the US and came across a guy in Texas that I 
emailed, and he emailed me back!
He suggested that I might have a clogged tuning hole. He said I could 
try to take it apart if I felt comfortable with that. I was nervous about 
doing this, since I’ve never taken it apart and was very worried about 
not getting things back properly or making things worse. But I was 
desperate, so I decided to perform the operation. I took pictures and 
videos of the oboe so I could reference it later. And then I decided 
to look really, really closely at all the wire springs to make sure I had 
at least checked where they were supposed to be when I put it back 
together.
As I examined the springs, I noticed one wasn’t in the notch it was 
supposed to be in. It was maybe 1 mm out of place, just right next to 
the notch, but not inside. I slipped it back into place, tried the oboe, 
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AND IT WAS FIXED!!!! I don’t know if I can fully express to you my 
joy at finding the problem and being able to fix it so easily, without 
having to take the oboe apart!
And in the midst of my praise, my mind was also blown. Honestly, it 
looked like that spring did nothing. It didn’t look like anything changed 
when I pushed it back in. And, it didn’t really even look like it was 
out of place…I could only tell because I had closely examined it and 
because I noticed an issue with a note. How could something SO 
small make such a HUGE difference?
Sometimes life is like this. Things might generally be OK, and life 
might sometimes be exciting. But then there is one thing that just isn’t 
quite right. We might notice its effects, but we might not know what 
is causing it. The longer it goes on, the more and more frustrating it 
becomes, and the more and more it can steal away our joy.
Maybe your life feels a bit off. Maybe you’ve been frustrated about 
something that is starting to steal away your joy. Maybe you’ve been 
dealing with that frustrating thing for a long time now, and it’s been 
so long that you don’t even know if you have any joy left. If that’s 
you, I encourage you to seek help. Ask the Lord to examine you and 
show you if there is anything that might be off, even if it is just a little 
bit off (Psalm 139:23-24). Examine yourself and see if there are any 
areas of your life that are not aligned with God’s Word. Talk to trusted 
friends and followers of Christ. There could be things you are doing 
or things you aren’t doing that are leading to the frustration. And it 
might feel like a VERY small thing, but a small change could end up 
making a HUGE impact.
In my role as principal, this same principle comes into play. I might 
notice that something isn’t right with students, the staff, or the way 
the school is running. Part of my job is to examine. I examine myself 
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to see what I might be doing to cause the problem. I examine others 
to see if anything needs to be addressed. I examine the processes, 
policies, and schedules. I talk with others who can help me. And I 
make small adjustments that could potentially have a major impact. 
I still don’t know how to do this well, and honestly, I don’t have much 
experience with it yet. But I know that the role God has called me to 
includes this examining and adjusting regularly.
The process might be hard. It might be frustrating. But we can rest 
assured that it will be worth it in the end. God walks with us each step 
of the way and promises to make us more and more into His image 
if we are His.
What an amazing God we serve! I’m so thankful that He doesn’t leave 
me the way I am, but that He is committed to my growth!
Amanda

Praises
• That my oboe was fixed without having to take it apart!
• For the ways God is continually providing for me. This month, I saw 
Him provide through times of rest, giving me strength for hard things, 
and providing people to help guide me and help me process.
• Some of our staffing pieces are falling into place! We still have some 
holes, but it is neat to watch God provide.

Prayer Requests
• Pray that God would continue to provide for me as I continue to 
adjust to this role. There are so many adjustments that I’m making, 
many of which are mental, relational, and emotional. Some are also 
related to other things outside of my role. Pray that God will continue 
to guide me in this transition process, and that He will continue to 
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provide people to help me process.
• The Philippines is having an energy crisis due to the war. We do not 
produce any fuel in the Philippines, and a majority of it depends on 
the Middle East. Pray that God will provide continued fuel, and that 
He will use this situation to draw people to Himself.
• Pray that God will continue to provide staffing for next year. There 
are going to be a lot of interviews taking place. We still need someone 
for high school principal. The Head of School search committee is 
still working on their process of determining who might be the next 
Head of School.
• We also have 3-4 potential new housemates for next year! Pray that 
God would bring the ladies to live with us that we can best serve.
• Continue to pray for my parents. My dad has had a few struggles 
that come along with his disease. Pray for continued wisdom for his 
memory care facility staff, the doctors, and my mom.
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HARLAN MOSS - PRISON LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRY

April 2026
“So when Jesus received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished’, 

bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.” John 19:30
Jesus said He came, “To give His life a ransom for many.” What 
a great plan of salvation God planned from the beginning! Many 
people today are trying to be good enough to get to heaven. That 
will never happen. When Jesus said, “It is finished,” it means there 
is nothing more we can do, except to trust Jesus alone. He loves us 
unconditionally, but we can only get right by grace through faith in His 
work! 
One of the men who I have known for a long time asked me if I would 
contact another inmate in his section who was struggling with his 
faith. When I went to this man’s cell he told me, “I would really like 
to visit with you, but can we do it later, like tomorrow or next week? 
I have things I should do.” Then he said, “No I will come now, lets 
talk.” In the office he told me that he had been struggling with doing 
enough good things to please God. He told me, “I am really miserable 
because I don’t know how to be good enough to be at peace with 
God.” His idea of being right with God was doing good things so he 
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could be right with God. He told me he dreamed about dying and 
afraid he was not ready. As I explained the gospel to him, he began 
to understand that salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, 
through Christ alone! The work is finished through Christ. He prayed 
to trust Jesus as his only hope of salvation! He told the Lord he was 
not worthy of His forgiveness but wanted Christ to create in him a 
new and clean heart. At first when he wanted to put our meeting off 
till later, it was a spiritual battle. Praise the Lord, God drew him into 
His kingdom!
One of the new men being processed told me he had been reading 
the Bible and studying the Bible in the county jail. (Most of the time 
men are in the county jail before they come to prison. They can be in 
county anywhere from six months to a year). He wanted to commit 
his life to Christ which he did in the one on one we had together. He 
told me that he can’t get enough of studying the Bible. I have placed 
extra Christian literature in the chapel. He told me that he took extra 
literature back with him after Bible study. He laid it out on the tables 
in the day room, and it all was picked up quickly by the other men. 
When he came into the chapel for Bible study, he told me that some 
of the men were there because he encouraged them to sign up. He 
is definitely spreading the good news of Jesus!
Two more men were baptized last week! One of them was the man 
who I wrote about in the first paragraph. The other young man who 
was baptized was excited about the Lord and wanted the Bible study 
books I give out. There are six books in the series. He filled the first 
one out in two days and asked for the next one! A few days later he 
had the other one finished. He asked for all six so he could complete 
them when he was transferred to Springfield. It is great to have young 
men growing in the knowledge of the faith in Jesus Christ!
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I thank God for your prayers and financial support! I pray that we 
never stop celebrating God’s great plan of salvation! Have a blessed 
April!
In Christ, Harlan
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NEWS FROM CHAIN OF LOVE HOMES
January/February/March 2026 Newsletter
Dear Chain of Love friends,
In this first newsletter of 2026, we would like to share both the 
blessings and the challenges we have experienced so far this year. 
We are truly thankful for the support you so generously gave us last 
year, either in prayers or financially (or both). We cherish you and 
hope you will continue to walk this journey with us.
SUMMER ACTIVITIES
This summer (December through March in Brazil) was filled with 
delightful activities. In January, most of our children and teenagers 
attended Acamp Serra Bible Camp-the highlight of their summer! By 
the end of each camp season, they are already looking forward to the 
next one. This opportunity brings them closer to the Gospel as they 
interact with other young people who have experienced salvation. 
Many of our children accept Christ as their Lord and Savior at camp 
and ask our chaplain to be baptized later. Praise the Lord for this!
Every summer, we also take our children to a local water park. It is 
a refreshing time of joy and fellowship just before the school year 
begins in Brazil. We can offer this special day to our children and the 
COL community thanks to the support of local business people. We 
thank the Lord for them.
RICK AND JEAN DUNBAR
In our last newsletter, we asked you to pray for Rick and Jean Dunbar, 
our missionaries in Canada, who were in a serious car accident when 
coming back from a conference in Southern Alberta. We are overjoyed 
to share that they have fully recovered! We praise the Lord for this! 
Please pray for them and for Robbyn Hanstad as they promote 
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COL in Canada and the US, respectively. Pray for safety, good 
health, and fruitful results as they promote the ministry.
TEAMS AND INDIVIDUALS VISITING COL
This summer, we had the privilege of welcoming two individuals and 
two teams from North America who came to serve our children.
In early January, Joe Roever, a farmer from Zion Baptist Church in 
Okeene, Oklahoma, blessed us with his presence and servant’s heart. 
He worked on our compost bin, taught COL youth how to maintain 
it, led Bible studies and counseling sessions, introduced them to 
American cooking, and even stepped in to replace the houseparents 
in our Young Adults’ Home while they were on vacation.
In late January, a team (mostly made up of youth) from Whitecourt 
Baptist Church in Whitecourt, Alberta, Canada, came to us. They 
were preceded by our dear friends who are members of that church, 
the awesome Alex and Laura Hekkert. In addition to serving and 
spending time with the children, the team led an entire worship 
service. The adult members also shared valuable experiences with 
our multidisciplinary staff.
In February, we again had the honor and privilege of welcoming 
Andrew Buikema from the Grove Church in Langley, British 
Columbia, Canada. Andrew painted the interior walls of several 
homes, brightening the environment for both children and staff. He 
also spent meaningful time with the children and connected warmly 
with our houseparents. He was so kind that our children asked him to 
bring his wife next time-we would love that! 
In March, a team from FOMO 10/40 Creamery (“Focused On 
Missions Overseas”) came to COL. This organization is dedicated 
to evangelism, and the team accomplished many meaningful things-
and will be returning later this year.
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They spent time evangelizing, playing with the children, leading Bible 
studies, and participating in daily activities. Like the Whitecourt team, 
they also led an entire worship service. One of our interns, the son of 
a local pastor, accepted Christ as his Lord and Savior. He shared that 
although he was raised in a Christian home, it was at COL-through 
witnessing the love of both our staff and the visiting team-that decided 
to follow Christ. Praise the Lord!
If you would like to serve at COL-whether as an individual, family, 
group of friends, or church group-please let us know. It would be our 
great privilege to host you, and it will be an experience you won’t soon 
forget. You can contact us at robbynhanstad@gmail.com (if you live 
in the US) or jrdunbar58@gmail.com (if you live in Canada) for more 
information. Our children and staff are eagerly waiting for you! 
OUR SECOND CAMPUS
At the beginning of this year, we entered a planning phase in 
collaboration with engineering and architectural professionals. 
We are currently selecting the company that will move the project 
forward, including administrative procedures with the authorities of 
Novo Hamburgo (where the future campus will be located), as well 
as land surveying, foundation work, and construction. The initial plan 
includes building two homes, followed by two more. We thank the Lord 
for moving hearts to help us pay for the construction of at least one 
house. However, we needed additional resources to begin preparing 
the land-leveling the ground, installing utilities (water, electricity), and 
constructing a surrounding wall. Because of this, and the urgency of 
this project, we decided to withdraw funds from CIF (Church Investors 
Fund) to begin land preparation as soon as possible. 
Our goal is to have at least one home completed by the end of 2026. 
With the funds available, we can now begin the first phase, build one 

											            17



home, and start a second. We will keep you updated about this and 
how much we will need to build the second house (estimates keep 
changing due to the complexity of the work: the new campus is on 
the side of a hill). We thank our partner, the North American Baptist 
Conference, for helping us in this project. 
OUR HOUSEPARENTS AT A COUPLE’S RETREAT
Every year, we send our housemothers to a women’s retreat. This 
year, we thought of something different: a couple’s retreat for our 
houseparents. Each couple cares for around 10 children from diverse 
backgrounds and ages-not an easy task. We would love to provide 
them with a time of rest, renewal, and strengthening in their marriages 
and ministry. 
We are planning to send them to a lovely retreat in mid-September 
in the highlands of our state and would like to invite you to consider 
contributing toward this opportunity. The total cost is approximately 
$4,120 USD or $5,700 CAD. 
Thank you for being part of this ministry. 
God bless you all.
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WARRIOR 180 FOUNDATION

April 18, 2026
Scripture:

“Yet who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?” - Esther 4:14 (NKJV)

Reflection:
Esther’s story has been on my heart lately. She was an orphan in a 
foreign land who became queen, yet even in that position, she initially 
saw it as a place of safety, a place to blend in and remain hidden. 
When the moment came that truly mattered, she was afraid.
Mordecai’s words shifted her perspective. He reminded her that her 
position was not random-it was intentional. God was at work behind 
the scenes, placing her exactly where she needed to be for a purpose 
far greater than herself.
I’ve been reflecting on how often we feel unprepared or uncertain, 
even like the underdog. Whether facing challenges, navigating 
relationships, or stepping into something new, it’s easy to question 
whether we are the right person for the moment. Yet Esther’s story 
reminds us that God does not place us accidentally-He equips us 
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along the way.
Over the past few months, I’ve had the privilege of walking alongside 
others in some very difficult moments, including traveling to Maine 
to support a family after the loss of their son to suicide. I’ve also 
had opportunities to speak at veteran events and community forums; 
each one met with an outpouring of support. These moments have 
been humbling reminders that even when we feel inadequate, God 
uses our willingness to step forward.
What This Means for Us:
With Warrior 180 Foundation, we are choosing to move forward-not 
because everything feels certain or easy, but because we believe 
God is calling us to take steps of faith. It’s not about having all the 
answers; it’s about trusting that He has already gone before us. Like 
Esther, we may not have chosen every challenge before us, but 
we have been given a place, a voice, and an opportunity to make a 
difference-and we do not want to remain silent.
We have now entered our 11th year of ministry with Warrior 180 
Foundation, and the Lord continues to open doors and lead us in 
unexpected ways. This past week, we closed on the sale of our home 
in Aberdeen, NC, and have transitioned back into the RV where this 
ministry first began. “Lydia,” as we affectionately call her, was 13 
years old when we purchased her and is now nearly 24. Over the 
past week, we have been making repairs, completing maintenance, 
packing, and preparing for the road ahead. While she shows her age, 
she continues to carry us forward-by God’s grace.
As of today, we remain in Moore County, NC, but after church 
tomorrow, we will relocate to an RV park on the east side of Charlotte 
for an undetermined period.
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Our upcoming schedule includes ministry opportunities in:
• North Carolina (ongoing)
• New Hampshire in May
• Upstate New York in June
As always, we remain open to go wherever the Lord leads-to teach, 
preach, and serve. Our prayer is that we would respond faithfully 
and without hesitation to His direction. We are deeply grateful for 
your continued prayers and support as we take this next step of faith, 
trusting that we are not walking this journey alone.
Applying Mordecai’s Words:
Stop Hiding: Consider where fear may be holding you back from 
stepping forward. Isaiah 41:10 reminds us, “Fear not, for I am with 
you… I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 
righteous right hand.” This is not simply encouragement-it is God’s 
promise.
Recognize Your Surroundings: Your “kingdom” may be your home, 
workplace, or community-wherever God has placed you. Shift your 
mindset to see that every step outside your door is a mission field, 
serve the Lord well.
Take a Step of Faith: Even the smallest step matters. Joshua 1:9 
“do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord you God will be 
with you wherever you go”. This promise clearly indicates that God’s 
presence is with you regardless of the challenges you face.
Final Thought:
We are reminded today that we are not here by accident-and neither 
are you. For such a time as this, God is calling us to step forward in 
faith. May we each choose to be a light in the world around us.
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THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS

April 16, 2026 - Persecution & Prayer Alert
NEPAL: Pastor Acquitted of Illegal Conversion Charges
Sources: UCA News, Barnabas Aid, VOMC Contacts
In December 2024, Pastor Janmajaya Bhattarai, joined by a team 
of fellow Christians, distributed gifts and clothing to underprivileged 
students. At the request of local schools, the believers faithfully carried 
out this outreach program for several years as a Christmas tradition.
However, when the pastor posted information about the event on 
his Facebook page, some Hindu militants reacted angrily, accusing 
the church leader of bribing the students in an attempt to convert 
them to Christianity. As a result, Pastor Janmajaya was arrested on 
December 24th of that year. Although he was released on bail three 
weeks later, the charges against him remained.
After more than a year of uncertainty, all charges against Pastor 
Janmajaya were finally dropped on March 24th. The church leader 
has since expressed deep relief at being freed from the concern of 
imprisonment. Church leaders within Nepal are hopeful that this ruling 
may help set a precedent for similar cases in the future.
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Around the same time that Pastor Janmajaya was released, three 
other believers were detained for sharing their faith. According to 
the latest information received from local sources, the three recently 
imprisoned believers remain in custody while their cases are under 
investigation. Although no formal charges have been laid, their 
detentions have been repeatedly extended.
• While we can praise God that Pastor Janmajaya has been 
fully cleared of all charges, please pray that the outreaches 
of this dedicated servant and his ministry team will continue 
to effectively meet the practical and spiritual needs of the 
underprivileged members in their community. 
• Also prayerfully uphold the three recently arrested believers 
who are presently being held in custody because of their desire 
to share the hope of Jesus Christ, asking Him to intervene 
judicially on their behalf so that all the allegations against them 
will be dropped. 
• As God’s servants in this predominantly Hindu nation wisely 
and boldly share the “Good News” of Jesus’ sacrificial love 
among the Nepali people, may many more lives experience 
eternal salvation and transformation.
BELARUS: Another Church Leader Arrested
Source: Forum18
On March 16th, masked security officials arrested Anatol  
Parakhnevich, a 65-year-old Catholic priest, at his parish in Alkovichi, 
Minsk Region. During the arrest, officers searched his home as well 
as the church building. Following the raid, both premises were sealed, 
with the keys being returned one week later.



While it has been confirmed that Father Anatol was taken into 
custody, it remains unclear which agency conducted the arrest, 
where the church leader is currently being held, and whether any 
formal accusations have been made against him. When contacted, 
a spokesperson for the Belarusian religious affairs office claimed 
to have no information on the arrest, and police officials refused to 
provide any comment.
This arrest comes four months after the regime freed two other 
Catholic priests who had been sentenced to lengthy prison terms. 
Following their releases, both priests were sent to Rome where they 
remain today. Latest reports confirm that Belarusian officials are not 
permitting them to return and resume their ministry.
Although strict constraints have been placed on foreign religious 
workers, Father Anatol was born in Belarus where he grew up in an 
orphanage. He has faithfully served the church in Alkovichi for almost 
20 years.
• May the authorities provide clear and accurate information 
regarding the detention of this most recently arrested church 
leader. 
• In addition to interceding for Father Anatol’s release, ask 
the Lord to sustain him with peace, strength and protection – 
physically, emotionally and spiritually – during this present time 
of incarceration. 
• Also remember the many other Christians in Belarus who 
continue to face severe limitations and regulations, praying that 
they too will experience spiritual endurance amid opposition; 
divine protection; and, ultimately, the freedom to worship the 
Lord both privately and corporately.
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REPORT UPDATE
MALAYSIA: Government Appeal Withdrawn in Missing Pastor’s 
Case
Sources: Mission Network News, Open Doors, South China Morning 
Post, Aliran
In November 2025, the Malaysian High Court ruled that the 
government was complicit in the 2017 disappearance of Pastor 
Raymond Koh and ordered that his wife, Susanna, receive significant 
financial compensation. The court also directed the release of a 
government report containing information about the disappearance, 
despite authorities’ insistence that the document was classified as 
“top secret.”
Following the court decision, the government filed an appeal, and a 
stay was granted pending its outcome. Susanna expressed concern 
that the appeal process could take up to five years to conclude. 
However, in an unexpected turnabout, the Malaysian government 
withdrew its appeal on April 1st. Pastor Raymond’s family is now 
expected to gain access to the previously classified report, and the 
investigation into his disappearance is set to recommence.
In response to this decision, Amnesty International Malaysia has 
called for concrete and transparent action by the authorities: “If 
the government is truly committed to ensuring accountability and 
preventing future enforced disappearances, it must swiftly conduct 
independent, transparent and effective investigations followed by the 
prosecution of all those suspected of criminal responsibility.”
• In light of this latest development, pray that the full truth 
surrounding Pastor Raymond’s mysterious disappearance 
would be revealed, and that justice will ultimately prevail.



• Having lived with uncertainty and anguish for nearly 10 years 
since his abduction, may Susanna, along with her family and 
friends, experience God’s sustaining presence, reassuring 
comfort and overflowing peace.
• Prayerfully uphold all believers throughout this Southeast 
Asian country, asking the Lord to help them remain steadfast 
in their faith and further embolden their Christian witness so 
they can compassionately reach others with the Gospel in their 
Malaysian communities.
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Amanda Benson:
Website: send.org/benson
Email: oboejo09@gmail.com
Address: 113 E. Leighton St. 
Brandon, SD 57005
Tax-deductible donations can 
be sent to: SEND International
PO BOX 513, Farmington, MI 
48332 Missionary #169352

Harlan Moss:
Email: hpmoss1@Yahoo.com
Phone: 605-940-4220
Address: South Dakota Prison 
Chaplain’s Association
Harlan Moss 601 W 57th Street, 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108
Shan Reed:
Email: sreed@nabconf.org

WARRIOR 180 FOUNDATION, 
INC:
Website: www.warrior180.org
Email: connect@warrior180.org
Phone: 866.225.5180

How To Give To North American 
Baptist Missionaries:
Step 1: Go to the NAB’s 
new missions webpage 
nabonmission.org.
Step 2: Click on the 
“missionaries” label.
Step 3: Click on the national 
missionary to whom you would like 
to designate your support.
Step 4: Click on the “give to..” 
button on the national workers 
page.
Step 5: Fill out the form. All gifts 
given through the NAB are tax 
deductible.
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PRESENTING A CHANGELESS CHRIST FOR A CHANGING WORLD
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