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“...comforted us by the coming of Titus, and not only by his coming but :
also by the comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of
your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me,

so that | rejoiced still more..”

Il Corinthians 7:6b-7

A little boy asked his mother, “Marriage makes you have babies,
doesn’t it, Mom?”

The mother carefully answered her son, “Well, not exactly. Just§




. because you are married, it doesn’t mean you will have a baby.”

. The boy was even more curious, “Then what makes you have a
: baby?” :

. His mother, who didn’t want to continue the discussion, answered,
:“It’s kind of hard to explain.” :

. The boy thought for a moment about her answer. Then he looked
- her directly in the eyes and carefully said, “You don’t really know how '
it works, do you, Mom!” :

. Communication is difficult. Some topics of communication are more :
 difficult than others. It seems to be especially hard to communicate
. when you are dealing with people close to you. There seems to be a |
 lot of room for misunderstanding with people you love. Consider the
. teenager who was having problems communicating with his parents.
. A friend said to him, “It's no wonder Monette gets straight A’s in
§French. Her parents were born in Paris and they speak French at
. home.” The teen with the communication problem said, “In that case :
| ought to get an A in geometry. My parents are square and they talk
in circles.” :

. We can make light of some of the difficulties people have with
. communication, but we also need to understand how important it is
 in restoration. “Communication plays a critical role in the process of
§restoration.” We have to be able to break through the difficulties of
. communication if we are ever going to see restoration. How does |
. communication enable restoration? ;

: First,weseethatcommunicationeasesuncertainties. Relationships
. are often filled with uncertainties because we are all different and we :
 all react in different ways to the same circumstances. Listen to how |
. that is described in the book Men Are From Mars, Women Are From
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“Men mistakenly expectwomen to think, communicate, and reactthe !
way men do; women mistakenly expect men to feel, communicate,
and respond the way women do. We have forgotten that men and§
women are supposed to be different. As a result our relationships
are filled with unnecessary friction and conflict.”

. Those differences and the resulting frictions are the source of Paul’s
- uncertainty, expressed in vv.5-6. Think about how he is describing
- himself in v.5, “our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at every :
 turn - fighting without and fear within.” That's a pretty good picture of :
. someone who is in turmoil emotionally. He says he is having trouble
. sleeping. His mind is constantly going over the conflicts going on and
 the fear that it creates within him. We've all gone through times like :
 that. It's almost impossible to do anything else when we are in an
. intense time like that.

. Paul's “affliction” as he labels it here, was caused by the severe |
 letter that we have mentioned before. Just for a quick review to remind :
. us about that letter, it was written by Paul to the Corinthians sometime
. between the two letters that we have in the NT. The information we
. have tells us that it was a letter of rebuke and confrontation. Paul had
identified some serious sin that was going on at Corinth, and every§
- indication is that he hit it head on and he didn’t mince any words '
: telling them how wrong it was and what they would have to do to
 purify themselves. 5

. The problem for Paul was that he didn’t know how the Corinthians
§were going to respond to that letter. According to the reports Paul
- had received there were plenty of people there who were critical of :
. Paul. They had caused many others to turn away from Paul. He had
. visions of the entire church turning away from him if he was too hard :
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- on them. But he had to confront their sin. So he sent the letter and :
spent the rest of the time filled with uncertainty, second-guessing i
- himself and wondering what was going to happen. It was tormenting :
. him. It had a huge effect on him physically and emotionally. :

: The only thing that could solve his turmoil was communication from
. the Corinthians, “But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us :
by the coming of Titus...” v.6. That was why he was so eager to meet :
. with Titus who had delivered the letter to the Corinthians. Titus had |
. not met with him at Troas so, according to plan, Paul had continued |
. on to Macedonia. He was disappointed again. Titus wasn't there yet. |
. His worst fears seemed to be confirmed by Titus’ late arrival. But then
. Paul found comfort from God because Titus finally arrived. 5

. Verse 7 tells us that Titus came with good news for Paul, “...and
. not only by his coming but also by the comfort with which he was '
. comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your
. zeal for me, so that | rejoiced still more.” Rather than turning against
. Paul and following his critics, the Corinthians had welcomed Paul’s§
 letter and had reaffirmed his apostolic authority over them. Titus told
Paul about the Corinthians longing to see him again, and of their
. mourning over the pain they had caused him, and of their zealous
. desire to straighten everything out. All of Paul's uncertainties about :
 his relationship with the Corinthians melted away as he saw Titus, :
. and his affliction was turned to rejoicing. Communication eased his
- uncertainties.

. It's hard to experience restoration when we don’t communicate. :
. Lack of communication allows our imaginations to kick in and convince |
. us that things must be worse than they are. The more we face those |
. uncertainties, the more turmoil we go through, and the worse it aII§
gets. It could all be taken care of easily if we would just learn how |
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important it is to communicate so that we know exactly what people
are thinking. Communication eases uncertainties.

Blessings,

Pastor Randy
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2026:

Sunday’s
9:30 a.m. Worship Service

10:30 a.m. Fellowship

10:45 a.m. Sunday School for the Whole Family

Wednesday’s
6 p.m. AWANA Supper

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. AWANA Ages 3 - 8th Grade
April 15, AWANA Grand Finale

September 9, AWANA 2026 - 2027 Begins

Thursday’s
5 p.m. Women'’s Bible Study at Various Homes

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. Youth Group 9th - 12th Grade

Saturday’s
April 4, 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study via Zoom

April 18, 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study via Zoom

feseencneesetontonesnasencencenesetontonesteseneeneeeesetontoreseeseseeseeeesetoetereseeseseeteeeeseeoetoreseesestettetesetoeteresesestettetetetoetoreotetestettetettttetoratratertetcetcsretrtorasrasersertnres s

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................



..................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Upcoming Events
Sunday, April 5, Easter Sunday
7:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service
8 a.m. Breakfast
9 a.m. Easter Worship Service
Saturday, April 11, 8 a.m. Leadership Team meeting
Sunday, April 19, Newsletter Articles are Due
Friday, May 1 - Friday, May 15, Meals on Wheels

Sunday, July 12 - Thursday, July 16, VBS: Junkyard Redemption
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MISSIONARY UPDATES
AMANDA BENSON - PHILIPPINES
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March 1, 2026
50 YEARS OF OUTDOOR EDUCATION!
. Fifty Years.

i It is crazy to me that Faith Academy has been having Outdoor Ed for :
: fifty years. | am so privileged to be part of it. Each year, God does
amazing things-in the hearts of our students and staff, as well as in
. those of the school where we minister. This year was no different.

This year, the 50th year of Outdoor Ed, we took 220 people to the
: Subic area, about 3.5 hours north of Manila. This was my third year :
. planning this event, and it was my first time going on Outdoor Ed
- without having my own squad. | got to travel with two other ladies and
a high schooler to each site. This gave me the opportunity to see all |
: the students one day during the week and to see how things were
: going at each site. '

. Here is a little picture of what happened each day of Outdoor Ed :
. 2026! 5
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. Students loaded buses and headed to Subic, making their first stop
. at Ocean Adventure! We saw a few animal shows and acrobats and :
- learned more about taking care of the earth God made. We headed :
. to base camp, where students settled in, ate dinner, then did squad :
intros and listened to our first message from our vice principal about :
. being good soil.

Beach Site

At our beach site, students started the day with a few different stations.
At one station, they learned a lot about sea turtles and what the people
. at the conservation center where we were staying were doing to help :
- them. At a second station, the students learned about turtle survival. :
: In a third station, students learned about mangroves and their impact :
. on the ecosystem. Students also did some team-building activities :
. and large-group games. Students had time to swim in the ocean (the |
waves were awesome!). After dinner, the students had a chance to
- hear from our former middle school principal about taking our doubts
to God. Students had squad time and then prepared for bed. Many |
. of the squads slept on the beach, falling asleep watching the stars.

Jungle Site

Students were dropped off at a road, and each squad had a guide.
. This guide hiked them through the jungle (with no paths for the first :
. half of the hike), showing them all the neat things that the jungle offers
- leaves that stick to your clothes to help you camouflage, water that
. comes from vines, leaves that can be used for hats to protect from
 rain, sap from a tree that can be used to start fires, parts of a plant :
. that can be used for shampoo, and so much more.

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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. Once they made their way to the campsite, the students set up
camp (hammocks or sleeping bags on tarps) and had the chance to
- spend time swimming in the river. That afternoon, the guides took the
. students back into the jungle to learn how to cut bamboo to make rice |
. cookers, cups, plates, and spoons. The kids all gave a valiant effort, |
- but the guides ended up making them for the students. They went |
- back to camp, and the guides taught them how to make fire using the |
. bamboo. Squads made fires, then cooked their rice in their bamboo
. rice cookers and heated up their meat over the fire. The evening :
. ended around the campfire, listening to our high school principal :
share about thriving by using the resources God provided. ;

Base Camp

Students started their day at base camp by preparing for ministry day.
. Then, all the students went to a local elementary school. While there, |
- our students sang songs with the children, and then someone shared |
' a Bible message with the students. Afterwards, each squad was !
- assigned a classroom, and they shared the gospel in Tagalog with |
§the students, giving them a bracelet with the colors of the wordless
. book on it. Throughout the week, 107 students from the school said :
 that they wanted to follow Christ! Then each squad planned activities
 for the students. We ate lunch with them before going back to base |
: camp. '

. Back at base camp, students participated in an Amazing Race. They |
had the opportunity to visit the museum at the camp, which shared its
history as a Vietnamese refugee camp. They also had some squad
. time before dinner. After dinner, we heard from the parent of one |
. of our students, who shared more about how to thrive. Some of the |
. groups also had the opportunity to stargaze and use a telescope to |
 look at Jupiter.
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. What God Did

. God did so many great things! | saw God answer many of my prayers,
. from holding off the rain during OE, to allowing all the students to |
 attend, to taking away my headache. God also made me aware of an |
 error with the buses the day before it became a problem, preventing
. a rather large hiccup the next day. Additionally, God worked in my :
- heart through the speakers’ messages. :

. God also worked in the hearts of the students. Many of them shared
- how they were amazed at God through looking at His creation. They
- shared what God taught them through the speakers or through their :
time with their squad. They shared how God had used them through
. ministry day, even when they thought they could never be used by '
i Him. ’

. The day | was at ministry, someone from the Department of Education
. came and shared their gratitude for our work at the school. They also
had a student leader share a speech. She said, “Your presence and
. support have brought joy, encouragement, and spiritual strength to
- our school community. Through your kindness and dedication, we
. are reminded that learning is not only about academics but also '
. about growing in faith, hope, and love. Thank you for inspiring us |
: to walk closer with God and for showing us the value of compassion
and service. Your mission has touched our hearts deeply, and we§
- will carry the lessons of faith you shared with us as we continue our :
: journey as students and as children of God.” :

Her message touched me deeply. This is why we do what we do. We
. want people to know God and want to walk with Him. f

We do not know fully how God has used and continues to use this OE
experience. Only eternity will tell. But we know that He has faithfully
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. used the last 50 years of OE to change lives, and He will continue to :
. do so for many years to come! :

Amanda
Praises
* For the many ways God worked during OE this year!

» That God provided in so many ways during OE! He was so good to
: us!

.« |t is nice to have some time now to rest and have some social life |
- again. | don’t have another class until June, and I'm done planning |
OE. | feel like I've had more time with my roommates and friends,
- which is nice!

Prayer Requests

* Pray for those who said they wanted to follow Christ at the school we
. served at during OE. Pray that the pastor working there will be able |
. to connect with them. There is a large church in the area that does |
. not follow the Bible. Pray that God will break through the strongholds |
i there.

+ Continue to pray for my parents as they transition to my dad being
. in memory care. There are still things that my mom is sorting through |
and that my dad is adjusting to.

.+ Pray that God will provide staffing for next year. I'm excited for all :
. the possibilities we have right now, but we still really need a high :
. school principal. There are some candidates for the Head of School, |
. but pray for wisdom for the committee as they sort through those and |
. make decisions. Pray for others who have applied for staff, that we |
- would have wisdom in hiring, and that God will provide support for |
. those who will be here next year. 5
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HARLAN MOSS -PRISON LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRY

March 2026

“For which | suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of
chains; but the Word of God is not chained.” Il Timothy 2:9 :

It is a blessing to know that Spring and longer daylight are coming
. soon! God promised that the seasons will always come and go as |
long there is time. He is faithful and true to His Word. There is no way
- anyone can keep the Bible from where He wants it to go. The apostle :
- Paul knew firsthand what it was like to be in prison and that God’s |
. Word was not bound even in there! :

| have been meeting with men who must be chained when we visit in
. aroom alone. Peter, who | wrote about last month, told the captain, “I |
. sure would like to be baptized!” The captain told him, “Sure you can |
- be baptized, but you will have to keep the handcuffs on when you are
. baptized, and no other inmates can be in the room.” Peter told him :
. he was okay with being cuffed. He was baptized Thursday, before :
- our worship service. Pastor Greg, the lieutenant, and | were present. :
. Peter gave a short testimony and was baptized! It was the first time |
. for me to baptize an inmate in cuffs. He came up out of the water with |
. a big smile on his face! He was determined to obey God’s command,
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“Believe and be baptized”, his chains had no bearing on him! His§
hands were chained, but he is free on the inside. | am blessed to be
part of what God is doing! :

Another man was baptized in the afternoon service! During our visits
he told me, “I have traveled around with the circus, but | have had no
one to teach me the Bible like we have been doing the last few weeks. |
For the last few years, | have felt empty without God, and | have been
studying the Bible on my own. | am grateful that | have been learning
more these past few weeks and growing in the knowledge of the Lord
and His Word.” He asked for a Bible study book so he could learn |
more. It is great to know people who are hungry for the Lord! :

We had an all-day seminar this past Thursday in which Pastor Greg
used the Kyle Idleman video series, called “Grace is Greater.” We';
had 27 men participate, divided into four table groups to discuss the
15-minute video clips. One of the impactful times was when an inmate
who has been in prison for 30 years spoke for five minutes. He spoke
about the dangers of getting involved in gangs. He said, “I started my |
prison time with a 22-month sentence and gained all my additional :
time from being in a gang. If you don’t want to stay in prison for a
long time, stay out of the gangs!” That is great advice for the new§
men coming into prison. The grace study was powerful as well! We '
were prepared before the seminar to baptize three men. Later in the :
day two more men testified of their faith in Jesus Christ and were |
baptized! God’s work is not bound even in prison. He continues to be
at work turning men to repentance behind the walls! :

Thank you for your prayers and financial support! You are a blessing!
Please pray for more access for me to go cell to cell. | am grateful for :
the three Bible studies each week, and one on one visits | am allowed '
to have in the prison! Have a blessed March! In Christ, Harlan '



March 20, 2026
. SEND International: SEND Well, Serve Well--For Lasting Impact
Happy First Day of Spring!

Family Update
Clara was invited to submit her artwork to an art expo at John Brown
. University and was selected to travel to Siloam Springs, Arkansas, to :
: be considered for additional scholarships. While she did not receive :
first place (and the extra scholarship), she earned third place and

§gained valuable exposure for her skills among her peers. Being§
:invited to the event was a great encouragement to her. :

. Karen is enjoying the warmer temperatures as her garden comes :
alive. She is excited to enhance the exterior of our home, reflecting :
. God’s creative beauty through flowers. :

Karen Ministry Update

- Karen currently serves as a receptionist at Berean Academy, a K-12 |
Christian school in Elbing, Kansas. She has recently been promoted
: to office manager and will begin this role in August. Please pray for
: her as she takes on increased responsibilities and pressure. :




.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

§Berean Academy equips students with academic excellence, a
biblical worldview, and Christ-like character for the glory of God.

Please also pray for Karen as she helps lead a Good Friday service
 at our local church.

Darwin Ministry Update

%Darwin recently visited Union Valley Bible Church in Hutchinson,§
Kansas, to support their World Outreach Weekend. :

. He continues to serve as assistant treasurer to the International Office
. Treasurer for SEND International, supporting multiple countries. His
§work includes communicating with fellow treasurers, reimbursing§
. missionary expenses, and preparing financial reports, as well as
- helping meet annual financial requirements for missionaries and
. developing a new report that provides clearer insight into SEND’s
| investments. 5

Darwin also enjoys working with fourth-grade boys in AWANA,
: listening to their verses and helping maintain order. In addition, he
. serves as Deacon of Missions and assists with administrative needs !
- at Whitewater Community Church during their pastoral transition. :

Prayer / Schedule Update

. Our tentative schedule is as follows, although all dates are subject to
. change. Darwin collaborates remotely with colleagues from all over |
- the world, which keeps him in front of the computer screen. Please
pray for us, especially during these events:

§Sundays: Karen facilitates a women’s Sunday School Class at
. Whitewater Community Church
Wednesdays: Darwin helps with AWANA at Whitewater Community
: Church



. Mar 16-20: Berean Academy Spring Break
Mar 23-27: Clara Berean Academy Senior Trip to Colorado

§Apr 3: Karen helps lead the Whitewater Community Church Good
. Friday service
Apr 25 - May 3: Darwin visits his mother in Mountain Lake, Minnesota
- and works from there :
May 16: Clara’s graduation from Berean Academy

May 29: Karen last day at Berean for the school year

§Ju| 17-25: Darwin plans to visit SEND International Headquarters in
. Michigan ‘

Please pray:

Pray for wisdom for Darwin in his role as assistant treasurer for the
 International Office. :

Pray for wisdom for Karen as she increases her responsibilities and
. tasks at Berean Academy. :

Pray for Darwin’s mother who is now at the Good Samaritan Nursing
. home in Mountain Lake, MN. :

Pray that Darwin’s Japanese teacher, Mr. Tsuneizumi, and Karen’s
§friend, Yuko-san, put their faith in Christ. :

§Thank you for your partnership with us in our continued work with
SEND International as we work remotely from Whitewater, Kansas.
We value your interest and prayers as you share in God’s work, and |
. we depend on your intercession and support to see God’s purposes
. accomplished! 3

Darwin & Karen & Clara (18) Stoesz
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SEND INTERNATIONAL

March 13, 2026
The Sending Well | Withessing God on the Move
Grandmas or Anime Girls?

I thought when | came to church, | would see grandmas holding
. candles. Instead, | saw anime girls.” :

That was our favorite quote from a first-time visitor. At the beginning |
. of October, we joined together with a small team of local believers |
here in Central Asia to start a new church plant. What started as a
. simple discussion group for college and career students soon grew |
. into a weekly Bible study. Over the past few weeks, we have begun !
inviting these students to our Sunday services.

: We have been amazed and encouraged by the people God is
 bringing through the doors. Many are young men and women in their |
: twenties who are searching for meaning, genuine relationships, and !
 truth. They come just as they are, sometimes wearing questionable !
 attire (including t-shirts with profanity) or stepping out to take a smoke
break. Many have never been inside a church before, yet they quickly :
. see that this is a place where they are loved and can learn about the !
. One who created them. :

. Today, thirty new people came who are not yet believers, in addition :
to our core group of Christians. Several of the men from our Thursday |
. night Bible study decided to come and brought their entire families !
- with them! A few people that we met recently at an English club also !
. came, and one young man even asked when our next meeting will !
. be because he wants to come again. Another family stayed long after !
 the service ended because their 13-year-old daughter was having :



. such a good time that she begged them not to leave.

§There is no explanation for this except that God is at work. We are
. reminded again that we are fully dependent on Him, and that prayer |
is essential. May the Lord continue drawing all of us closer to Himself!
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; NORTH AMERICAN BAPTISTS
March 21, 2026

The Servant King - Jesus or Jeremiah

Jesus or Jeremiah
by Michael Benson

Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and
5 gave him the name above all other names [. . .] :

(Philippians 2:9)

%Then the LORD told me about the plots my enemies were making |
. against me. | was like a lamb being led to the slaughter. | had no idea '
 that they were planning to kill me! “Let’s destroy this man and all his !
. words,” they said. “Let’s cut him down, so his name will be forgotten !
. forever.” :

O LORD of Heaven’s Armies,
you make righteous judgments,
and you examine the deepest thoughts and secrets.
Let me see your vengeance against them,
for | have committed my cause to you. (Jeremiah 11:18-20)

§Jeremiah was not a popular guy. He was born of priestly lineage,
giving him a bit of social standing within the culture of the day. But
§when God calls him to be the mouthpiece of the Lord to warn his
. people of the coming danger should they not divert from their wicked !
. ways, Jeremiah is ostracized and imprisoned. There is even a plot to !
 kill him, as we read in today’s passage. :

Jeremiah’s offending mistake appears to have been speaking the



prophetic truths pressed upon him by God. As a result, his enemies
- want to make him disappear, erasing his name from history, along |
- with his prophetic words. Jeremiah’s response is to call on the Lord, :
. not for protection but for vengeance. He invokes God to punish them.
As a result, God declares, “Their young men will die in battle, and |
: their boys and girls will starve to death. Not one of these plotters from
. Anathoth will survive” (Jeremiah 11:22-23). And Jeremiah’s name,
 his reputation and legacy, are not forgotten. :

- Jesus went through a similar trial. His enemies stood against him |
because he spoke prophetic truths about the Kingdom of God. Like
§Jeremiah’s enemies, Jesus’s enemies desired to see his teachings
. and followers fade from history. ’

Yet, Jesus’s response is quite different from Jeremiah’s. Rather than
: calling on God's vengeance to protect him and harm his enemies, |
. Jesus allows himself to be led to his torture and execution. :

The way of Jesus is gentle, not one of wielding power over others or
. reacting out of anger. :

Ultimately, the attempt to erase Jesus and his teachings from the
annals of history helped him accomplish the very thing that “gave him
. the name above all other names.” :

§There are times when people speak out against us or our faith or
- our God, and all too often our knee-jerk reaction is similar to that of |
Jeremiah’s. We want to see them punished in some way. :

What would it look like if our automatic response was instead modeled
 after Jesus - not based on wrath and vengeance but on love and |
. forgiveness? :

Michael Benson is the communications director for the North American
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March 21, 2026
Continuing Well: What God Has Done in Me
Written By Marci Jones

Three and a half years ago, | began pursuing a degree through |
Kairos University, wondering how to prepare for the next season of
life as | approached the transition to becoming an empty nester. As |
look back now, | am overwhelmed with gratitude for the many ways
God has met me along the way. | began this program by prayerfully :
discerning what might lie ahead. What | wasn’t prepared for was how
deeply healing this journey would become. :

If ’'m honest, | began this degree with a mixture of hope and fear. | have
always loved discipling, teaching, and caring for people pastorally. :
Yet | also carried years of internal struggles, wrestling quietly with !
doubts about whether my qifts truly had a place to flourish. Those
doubts became the starting point of this journey, and what unfolded
was not just academic growth, but deep healing. :

Through Scripture, thoughtful scholarship, rich conversations, and the |
steady guidance of mentors and professors, God began to untangle
fears and reshape my understanding of who God created me to be. |
| was reminded again and again that my identity is first and foremost '
rooted in Christ - deeply loved, fully accepted, and empowered by the
Holy Spirit to serve wherever he leads. :

Even though the program was online, | never walked alone. God
provided a community of faithful men and women who encouraged '
me, challenged me, and prayed with me. A small group of women '
from my Church History courses formed a WhatsApp group we |
affectionately call “HerStory,” where we continue to cheer one another
on. Professors offered wisdom at just the right moments. My mentor



. team listened deeply and asked the kinds of questions that shaped |
. not just my thinking, but my soul. And through it all, my husband |
: faithfully supported me, especially during the many moments when | |
: felt overwhelmed and ready to quit. 5

. As my heart grew steadier, my confidence grew as well. The courses |
§were not merely information to absorb, they were invitations to§
. encounter God more deeply. Theology, church history, pastoral care, |
 ethics - each subject became part of a larger tapestry God was weaving |
-in my life. | began to see how careful study and spiritual formation
- belong together. Learning was no longer just about knowledge; it was |
- about transformation. E

. This season also unfolded alongside significant personal challenges.
. My oldest son was struggling to adjust to adult life with his family |
: being so far away, and | often felt helpless as a mother. | continued to
. grieve the loss of my father. Our youngest daughter was diagnosed
- with autism, reshaping our family’s daily life and stretching me in new |
ways. | endured months of illness that left me physically drained. And !
. our region faced devastating floods that brought losses, sorrows, and
. trauma to so many. :

There were days when finishing this degree felt impossible.

§Yet in the midst of these trials, God was forming something deeper
- in me. Through spiritual disciplines, honest community, and rhythms |
 of reflection, | learned to manage anxiety more faithfully and to trust |
§God more fully. | became less reactive and more attentive. Less§
 fearful and more grounded. Suffering did not disappear, but Christ
. met me in it. 3

Perhaps one of the greatest gifts of this journey has been learning how
 to integrate what | believe with how | live. The program consistently

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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asked not just, “What do you think?,” but “How will you practice this :
faithfully in your context?” Through mentoring, case studies, small
groups, and real-life applications, | learned to listen more carefully, :
guide more thoughtfully, and respond with greater wisdom in pastoral :
situations. 5

The growth was not theoretical. It was tested in real life.

What began as a pursuit of education became a season of whole-
person formation. God used study to shape my mind, community to
shape my heart, and hardship to shape my character. :

As | look ahead, | do so with peace. | do not feel driven by ambition,
but anchored in a calling that hospitably welcomes my gifts. | want
to continue discipling, teaching, mentoring, and caring for people in |
ways that build up the church and reflect the heart of Christ. | also !
hope to continue exploring chaplaincy in the future, trusting that God '
will open and close doors as God sees fit. :

This season has reminded me that God wastes nothing - not our%
questions, not our wounds, not even our fears. God is faithful to !
complete the work God begins. :

Now | am stepping into what's next with quiet confidence, trusting
the one who has led me this far, remembering that | am “God’s |
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God !
prepared beforehand” (Ephesians 2:10).
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March 19, 2026 - Persecution & Prayer Alert

CUBA: Pastor Detained After Posting Video .
Sources: Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Cuba Headlines, Evangélico
. Digital 3
Each week, Pastor Rolando Pérez Lora visits a park in Matanzas,
: Cuba, where public Wi-Fiis available, to film a series of Bible teachings

for his YouTube channel. As he records, people often gather around
to listen, sometimes asking him for prayer. :

On March 15th, as Pastor Rolando was returning home after
. completing his latest video recording, two police officers approached |
: the church leader and forced him into a patrol car. The pastor was |
§then taken to the Playa Police Station and detained for three hours |
. before being released. No official explanation was given for his arrest.
This is not an isolated incident, for Pastor Rolando stated that he has
. been targeted by the authorities since becoming a pastor in 2011. !

The Cuban Christians Alliance documented that Communist officials
have committed 996 repressive actions against the country’s |
religious leaders in 2024 alone, demonstrating a consistent pattern :
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of harassment. This recent arrest comes during a time of significant :
civil unrestin Cuba, as demonstrations are being held throughout the '
country in the face of major shortages of food, medicine and fuel. :

* Prayerfully remember Pastor Rolando and other church leaders
in Cuba who are faithfully sharing the Gospel message despite
the increased opposition and unrest. ‘

* Ask the Lord to provide national political leaders wisdom and
guidance as they navigate how to effectively resolve the ongoing
economic crisis. ’

* Pray for lasting peace to take place in this troubled country.
In the process, may there be an end to the government’s
harassment of Christians who are diligently working to serve
and support the Cuban people. :

CHINA: New Policy Restricts Travel for Clergy Members
Source: ChinaAid

Religious rights advocates are raising serious concerns regarding the
increased level of control that the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
is presently exerting over the Roman Catholic church in China. As |
a result of a 2018 agreement between the Vatican and the Chinese '
government, state officials have already been given the authority
to appoint bishops - ensuring that the church’s leadership remains |
amenable towards the policies of the CCP. 5

However, since December of 2025, the Chinese Catholic church has |
now adopted a new policy that restricts the travel of all clergy. Under '
this directive, priests and bishops must surrender their passports |
and travel documents to a CCP-controlled religious bureau. Any
clergy member who wishes to travel must submit a detailed itinerary
and statement of purpose for the trip well in advance, followed by '



. a mandatory “post-travel accountability report” upon return. These
- added procedures mirror those used for monitoring governing officials |
| in politically sensitive positions. Reports indicate that a similar system |
 is also under consideration for the state-controlled Protestant church. |

§According to ChinaAid, these measures go beyond the ongoing |
- “Sinicization” of the Chinese church. The religious rights organization
. warns that the implementation of the new policy will result in a
: “systematic severing of China’s churches from the global religious :
. community.”

 Please prayerfully uphold Chinese believers who are
. encountering ever-growing restrictions and pressures on their :
 faith practices, asking the Lord to spiritually strengthen and :
. encourage them. :

* Pray that there will be meaningful and lasting changes made
. to governing policies that are currently suppressing and tightly '
regulating religious activities throughout China. :

.« In the meantime, despite the government-imposed barriers '
. presently facing church congregations, may God provide |
committed believers creative and innovative ways to proclaim
. the Good News of His salvation so many others will likewise '
. experience His sacrificial love and eternal hope.

INDONESIA: Local Residents Oppose Church Renovations

: Sources: International Christian Concern, Morning Star News, |
: RiauOnline, Suara.com :

%The Batak Protestant Christian Church has been meeting at |ts
: current location in the village of Kulim Jaya since 1995. In addition to |
receiving official registration with the government, this congregation '
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church building has deteriorated significantly over the years and is
now considered unsuitable for regular gatherings. These Christians
have been planning renovations - including the construction of a new
foundation - since 2010. However, residents of the community have |
consistently opposed these efforts. 5

On February 25th, a group of around 70 local residents had gathered '
: outside the church building, demanding a stop to all renovation work.
Questioning the legality of the construction, 20 of the demonstrators '
entered the building and insisted on viewing the church’s permits.
This protest was supported by police presence. 3

Indonesia’s official permit process requires community approval for
religious building projects - a condition that frequently prevents any
progress for Christian places of worship. Despite repeated delays !
and ongoing opposition, the church’s leader, Pastor Faber Manurung,
intends to continue pursuing cooperation with governing authorities
so the building can once again be safely used. :

* Pray for wisdom and perseverance on behalf of Pastor Faber
and the other members of this Indonesian congregation as they
seek to obtain the necessary approvals for these long-overdue |
renovations. :

» May God touch the hearts and minds of the opposing local
villagers - fostering within each of them a greater understanding, :
respect and tolerance for the Batak Protestant Christian Church
- so the Lord’s peace and ministry will prevail throughout the :
community. :

* Intercede for officials who are administering at every§
level of governance, asking that they would work fairly and
compassionately to safeguard the rights and needs of all people
within Indonesia. 3
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. Amanda Benson: : How To Give To North American
: Website: send.org/benson Baptist Missionaries:

. Email: oboejo09@gmail.com : Step 1: Go to the NAB’s

: Address: 113 E. Leighton St. new missions webpage

. Brandon, SD 57005 . nabonmission.org.

. Tax-deductible donations can . Step 2: Click on the

: be sent to: SEND International . “missionaries” label.

. PO BOX 513, Farmington, Ml . Step 3: Click on the national

: 48332 Missionary #169352 missionary to whom you would like
. to designate your support.

: Harlan Moss: . Step 4: Click on the “give to..”
Email: hpmoss1@Yahoo.com . button on the national workers

: Phone: 605-940-4220 . page.

. Address: South Dakota Prison . Step 5: Fill out the form. All gifts
: Chaplain’s Association . given through the NAB are tax

. Harlan Moss 601 W 57th Street, | deductible.
. Sioux Falls, SD 57108

: Shan Reed:

. Email: sreed@nabconf.org

. Darwin & Karen Stoesz:

: Darwin Email: dstoesz@send.org
. Karen Email: kstoesz@send.org

. Our main phone number for text
: and calling: 316-708-0127 (Feel

: free to send us a text)

: Our New Address: 101 S

. Cottonwood St, Whitewater, KS
67154
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