om the
Cpast@n o Degl
\-\\‘:; “CEPC

“I am acting with great boldness toward you; | have great pride in you; |
am filled with comfort.

In all our affliction, | am overflowing with joy.”
Il Corinthians 7:1

: Last month we started talking about the commitments we have§
. to make to change ourselves if we are going to see relationships
. restored. He began with the foundational commitment to fully engulf
. ourselves in the restored relationship God has established for us in:



. Christ. That restoration that we have experienced is the basis that :
 allows us to seek restoration in all of our relationships. :

Paul’s words in vv.1-2 seemed to have a challenging tone to them. |
. Verse 1 could have been read that Paul was condemning them for
- having some horrible, sinful defilement in their lives that they had not :
- dealt with. Verse 2 could be read as Paul saying that he had done '
- everything right, all of the sin was on their part, and they had to make |
it right. It's like Paul getting in their faces like a drill sergeant and :
- shouting, “These are the facts! | dare you to dispute them! You are |
sinners!” 3

. Verse 3 softens that tone, “I do not say this to condemn you, for | said
. before that you are in our hearts, to die together and to live together.” |
. Hear Paul’'s heart pouring out to the Corinthians: “I do not say this :
.to condemn you.” The words of judgment in vv.1-2 weren’t meant :
§to be taken as a personal condemnation. The sweeping themes of :
§repentance and cleansing are general principles of judgment that§
. every believer has to keep in mind. Paul doesn’t see them as horrible
. sinners who have done terrible things. He sees them as saints who |
- have gotten a little bit off course, as saints sometimes do, and who '
: need to get back on track by repenting. Their wrongs had broken their
- immediate relationship with Paul, but on Paul’s side of the ledger :
nothing was broken. He was preserving the relationship. All they had '
. to do was turn around and step back through the open door to his
 heart. :

' Verse 3 is a beautiful statement of relationship, “you are in our hearts
: to die together and to live together.” There is a depth of relationship
§there that Paul is committed to preserving and he is willing to put his
: life on the line to preserve it. Whatever it took, Paul was willing to do
it to preserve the relationship. ;

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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. That’s the commitment to preservation we have to have to restore
 relationships. Sometimes that means that we have to deal with some '
- hard people who don’t want the relationship to continue. Paul certainly :
. faced some people like that among the Corinthians. At other times |
| it means that we have to do some pretty hard things. It wasn't easy
for Paul to write words of correction to other believers. But that is
what we must do if we are to see relationships restored. We must be
. committed to preserving the relationship. :

. We must also have a commitment to fulfillment. The situation at Corinth :
. wasn't perfect. It was a church characterized by extremes. They ran
. either hot or cold. There was no middle ground. Their relationship :
with Paul was apparently a stormy one. At one time they would be
. close to him, and then someone would get upset and they would :
. break the relationship. Sometimes they accepted his teaching and
- wisdom, and at other times they totally blew it off and refused to listen
. to him. They were an extremely difficult group to deal with because
- you never knew what they were going to do or say. It would have
been very difficult to find good things to say about them... especially
. in their current circumstances. 5

- In that context, and in light of everything that Paul has been saying
- about them, verse 4 doesn’t seem to make sense, “/ am acting with :
. great boldness toward you; | have great pride in you; | am filled with :
. comfort. In all our affliction, | am overflowing with joy.” How can Paul :
- have great confidence in them and boast about them to others? How :
. can he be filled with comfort and overflowing with joy? The Corinthians
. certainly had not done anything to cause him to feel that way. 5

The answer to that conundrum is found in the fact that Paul didn’t§
. expect great things from the Corinthians. He recognized their failings
. and their problems. He knew that they were going to cause him
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- heartache and grief. He expected it. So when he found small bits ofg
progress or growth they were cause for great rejoicing. The affliction
. might still be there, but at least they were gaining. That's what he |
. focuses on here. They were making progress... slow and torturous |
: as it might be. They were growing in the Lord even though it seemed |
 they were fighting it every step of the way. God was still in control of :
. what was happening in their lives, and so Paul could find comfort and
rejoice in the faithfulness of God.

That is the key to fulfillment. We have to learn to look beyond the |
. discomfort of immediate affliction to maintain a consistent perspective
: of the long-term achievements. It's a commitment to fulfillment in life |
no matter what life might look like at any particular point in time. :

Some time ago one of the TV talk shows had an older gentleman on
. as a guest. His oddity was that he looked and acted truly happy. He
. was asked the secret of his joy. He replied, “I don’t have any great
- secret. When | get up in the morning, | have two choices - either to :
be happy or unhappy. | just choose to be happy and that is all there :
s toit.”

. He had a commitment to fulfillment that transcended all of the problems
. of life. That was Paul’s commitment. Brokenness can be restored butit :
. takes commitmenton our part: commitment to restoration; commitment ;
. to preservation and commitment to fulfilment. Somebody needs to
be willing to make the commitment to put things back together. :

. When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper together it is a celebration of :
. God’s commitment to restore brokenness. In Christ God committed
. to restoring broken humanity to a relationship with Him. The presence :
. of Jesus as a human being on this earth showed the depth of God’s
. comment to restore us. His death is the ultimate restorative act. And :
. He is committed to our preservation... we are sealed by the Holy
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. Spirit. And He is committed to fulfillment. Everyone who is saved WI||
: receive the full glories of heaven. We call it eternal security.

. God has restored us. Now He is calling us to be ambassadors of
: restoration to His glory. Will you make the commitment?

i Blessings,

i Pastor Randy

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2026:

Sunday’s
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Fellowship

10:45 a.m. Sunday School for the Whole Family

Wednesday’s
6 p.m. AWANA Supper

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. AWANA Ages 3 - 8th Grade

Thursday’s

5 p.m. Women'’s Bible Study at Various Homes

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. Youth Group 9th - 12th Grade

Saturday’s
March 7, 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study via Zoom

March 21, 8 a.m. Men'’s Bible Study via Zoom
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Upcoming Events
Saturday, March 8, Daylight Saving Time Starts
Saturday, March 14, 8 a.m. Leadership Team meeting

Saturday, March 21, 5:30 p.m. All Church Birthday Party & Bingo
| (Dinner/Cake provided)

Sunday, March 22, Newsletter Articles are Due
Sunday, March 29, Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 5, Easter Sunday
7:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service

8 a.m. Breakfast
9 a.m. Easter Worship Service

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Eveayones Invn{ed |
q */

)/O WHAT: ALL CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY |
>~ DATE: SATURDAY, MARCH 21

TIME: 5:30 PM-7:30 PM

DETAILS: DINNER & CAKE PROVIDED-

- “BINGO - BRING A WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT*

. RSVP: SIGN UP BY MARCH 8TH




MISSIONARY UPDATES
AMANDA BENSON - PHILIPPINES
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February 1, 2026
FAMILY CHANGES AND OUTDOOR ED

. The first month of 2026 has been quite a month! As December ended, !
: my family was working to find my dad a suitable memory care facility :
' so that both he and my mom would be better taken care of. God :
worked in some very specific ways to provide for my mom. We went
: from having no options one night to having three the next day! It was
: S0 nice to have choices and not feel like we just had to take whatever :
was available. My older brother was able to go help my mom move
: my dad a couple of weeks ago, and both have been working through :
the adjustment process.

It has been hard for me to process this step, even though | knew |t
- was coming. It is hard to know that my mom is now going to be living
: alone for the first time. It's also hard to process that likely my dad :
will be in this current situation for the rest of his life, however long
: that may be. I've been able to call my dad a couple of times since he :
' moved. It is hard to have conversations with him because his mind :

.............................................................................................
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| jumps around to different topics a lot, even within a sentence. | am |
 thankful, though, that | still have an opportunity to call him, with the :
- help of the nurses there. | wasn’t sure if I'd be able to talk with him
. much, since | used to call my parents at night, and now they will not |
. be together when | call. I'm thankful for the Lord’s provision in that. |

I’'m also so grateful for hope. As | was thinking about my dad moving
%to memory care, | was thinking about how it's a bit like my dad is
. going back to college. However, when people go to college, they
. are often looking forward to and preparing for the rest of their lives. |
. My dad, on the other hand, is looking forward to the next life. | can’t
- imagine walking this road without knowing that my dad is a follower of |
- Jesus, and that Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us to be with |
. Him forever. Even though my dad is not what he used to be, | am so
thankful that one day, whenever his time on this earth is done, he will
be whole and with Jesus for all of eternity. He will be himself again,
- but even better.

- Inthe middle of all this, January has been packed with final preparations |
. for Outdoor Ed (OE). The first week after Christmas break, | was up |
§unti| bedtime almost every night trying to get things prepared that |
. needed to be sent out to parents and staff. | have been working on :
finalizing a lot of the details that are important for making OE happen.
. | have been meeting with people, ordering things, planning a squad |
: sleepover, and organizing payments. The last week or so, I've started |
 to feel like my to-do list and stress for OE has lightened, though | |
. know it has shifted to my site leaders, who are planning all the details |
. for each of their sites.

I’'m very excited to see what God will do through Outdoor Ed! Every
year, we face challenges and unplanned things, but we also see God |
. work in the hearts of the students, the staff, and those we serve.
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Please be praying for us as we go on OE this year! Here are some |
- details and things to pray for if you are interested in praying more
. specifically:

» The advanced crew will leave on Saturday, February 7, to set up for
. the weekend. There will be about 35 of us, including adults and high
. school helpers. | will be traveling with them.

. « On Sunday, February 8, we will move the jungle crew into the jungle :
: to set up camp. The beach site staff will check out their site. | likely
- will go with them, as | still do not have a contract from this site. | am
not too worried about them backing out on us, but | cannot process
- our payment until they give it to me. You can pray that everything
works smoothly there, even though we do not have this contract. 5

. « On Monday, February 9, the students will all come to school at their
. normal time. They will load buses and head out to our destination. :
. They will take a stop at Ocean Adventure to see various animal shows. :
We will all be spending this first night together at base camp. We also
- have a group joining us from another school on another island. Pray
. for safe travels for them as they fly to Manila and then take a bus to
. meet us. Pray also that their students and our students will be willing
 to get to know each other and treat each other well. :

Tuesday through Thursday, the students will be split into three§
. groups and go to each of our three sites. One day will be jungle
- survival training! Another is science-focused, as they do activities at :
' the beach and study sea turtles. The third site is at our base camp,
. where the primary focus is on ministry. We will visit a local school :
| to have a meal with the students, participate in some activities, and :
. share the gospel.

* Friday, we will all be returning to Faith Academy!

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................



.« Each night, the students will hear from a speaker, have some |
. personal quiet time, and have squad time. Pray that the Lord would |
. use these times to speak to the students’ hearts. Pray that those who :
. don’t know Him will come to know Him. Pray for those who do know |
. Him to walk more closely with Him and be challenged to grow. :

* Our theme this year is “Thrive,” based on Jeremiah 17:7-8. Pray%
. that God would use this to help the students learn to thrive and not |
 just survive.

* Pray for protection from the Enemy. Pray that we would recognize
. when he is working and fight the true battles. 5

* Pray that God will be glorified, no matter what happens!

Thank you for partnering with me in prayer for this upcoming adventure.
. | look forward to sharing with you next month what God has done! |

. Amanda
Praises

* Praise God for providing a place for my dad and people to support
my mom and dad through this move.

* Praise for all the ways God has provided for Outdoor Ed and for the
. ways He is going to work during OE. s

* I'm thankful for the ways God has given me strength and provided
. me with support as I've been so busy and emotionally drained this |
: month. :

Prayer Requests

* Please continue to pray for my mom and dad as they adjust to my
. dad being in memory care. Pray that my dad would settle in and get |
. used to a new routine. Pray for my mom as she learns to live alone |
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and figure out how to continue to support my dad.
* Pray for Outdoor Ed! See the requests above!

« Pray for continued wisdom as | lead the middle school.

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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BRANDON & MARCI JONES - BRAZIL

= O

February 2026
: THEN AND NOW - LOOKING BACK WITH GRATITUDE
. Praises

: « We praise God for the last 10 years as he guided us to Brazil and :
: has sustained us here. *

.+ We give thanks for Marci’s graduation with a Master of Divinity :
: and for the growth and fruit that we are seeing through Projeto Etos, :
including a doctoral student nearing graduation.

We praise God for opening up the door to housing in Aurora,§
i Missouri, and for the relationships that continue to sustain us along:
: the way.

 Pra yer

* Pray for the upcoming semester and for Brandon as he teaches,
. especially for stamina, clarity, and opportunities to build meaningful
: connections with students.

.« Pray for wisdom and grace as we prepare for home assignment. :
. Also, pray for our girls, as they will be saying many goodbyes. :




.+ Pray for Projeto Etos and Marci’s Bible study, that both would§
gcontinue to be places of deep formation and faithful witness.

“The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your love, O LORD,
endures forever - do not abandon the works of your hands.”

PSALM 138:8 (NIV)

As we round the corner into 2026, we’ve seen a trend on social media
. of people reflecting back on 2016. For us, 2016 was the first time we
stepped foot in Brazil, changing the trajectory of our family’s ministry. :

. As we reflect on the past ten years, there is so much that can be :
. said about the ways God has guided, protected, and shaped us as
.we have sought to walk alongside God’s work here in Brazil. We :
. have cried, and we have laughed. We have worried, and we have :
. praised. We have mourned, and we have rejoiced. There have been :
. so many challenges, so many wins, and so much to process, and we :
- are deeply aware that we have not walked this road alone. :

Many of you have been faithful supporters, prayer warriors, and i
. encouragers throughout this journey. We feel an overwhelming sense :
. of joy when we think of you and the ways you have cared for us over :
 the years. 3

In December, Marci graduated from Kairos University with her Master
. of Divinity. She has applied to do an extended unit of Clinical Pastoral :
. Education while we are on home assignment later this year. This
. educational journey has been deeply formative, and she looks forward :
. to what God has next as she continues to seek ways to deepen her :
. outreach here. We are also thankful that in December Brandon was
§able to be with Daniel as he graduated from college. 5

§January is always a quiet month in Brazil, as it is summer break.
: Schools shut down, and families head to the beach. For us, it is a :



..................................................................................................................................................................................................................

good time to prepare for the things to come. In late February, Brandon
. will be traveling overnight by bus seven hours north to the city of :
. Xanxaré to teach an intensive course, Introduction to the Bible, at
. an extension site of the seminary. The semester at the main campus '
. begins in early March. Brandon will be teaching twice each week, :
- with Church History | on Monday nights and New Testament | on
. Saturdays. In March, Marci’s English immersion Bible study will also :
 restart at our church.

. Projeto Etos, our Kairos University partnership, continues to grow,
- with ten students now enrolled in our master’s and doctoral programs,
 four of them at the doctoral level. At the end of November, we held an
. in-person gathering where master’s students presented case studies |
and doctoral students presented their research. One of our doctoral
. students, Leandro, has recently completed his final project and is
. now in the final stages before graduation. 3

. Serving as a pastor in a college town, his project focuses on how
§the church can engage college students who do not have faith. He
. conducted a survey of hundreds of students, exploring their beliefs
- about God and the motivations behind belief or unbelief. Many students '
. cited intellectual reasons for not believing, such as conclusions :
- drawn from science or disappointment rooted in religious oppression. :
. However, among those who did believe, what stood out were not :
intellectual arguments but relational experiences-such as a direct :
encounter with God or meaningful relationships with other believers.
. As a result, his project proposes ways the church can thoughtfully :
- address intellectual reservations, drawing on insights from physics
- and biology, while also presenting the Christian faith as good, true, :
- and beautiful, with particular attention to the role of imagination. ’
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. Over the next few months, we will begin the transition to home |
- assignment. The Lord has opened up a housing opportunity for us in |
- Aurora, Missouri, near Marci’'s mom. We look forward to reconnecting |
. with many of you and hope to meet some of you for the first time. |
If you have association meetings or missions conferences already
scheduled for the second half of 2026 into 2027, please let us know
. so we can be sure to mark our calendars and plan to be with you.

In Christ,

Brandon & Marci Jones

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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MARIJANA CIZMANSKI - SERBIA

. U O
Marijana Cizmanski
NATIONALMWMISSIONARY ’

-
Serhia Coordinator _.

February 2026

NEW YEAR IS COMING OUR WAY
Praises

. The first women’s meeting in December.
.+ Great Christmas camp.

: « New volunteers.

. * New project.

Prayer

* For the second worker (who is it going to be?).
* New project.

 For Marijana, our volunteer who had three operations last year; she :
: still has a long way to go, and her mental health is becoming very
 hard for her.

» Marija - she is in much better state health-wise, but please pray for
her husband who had a minor heart attack two weeks ago. '



* My daughter is getting married at the end of March.
« Easter activities.
* Summer camp with 17 people coming our way from the USA.

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.”

JOHN 15:13 (NIV)

%Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the ZZ team and%
. Cizmanski family! ;

The Cizmanskis wish you a blessed times with the Lord in the coming
: days. :

. As the new year is here, ZZ is making new plans for 2026. This year, |
' 1 am going to the European Leadership Forum in Wisla, Poland. |
It is one of the places where | can get knowledge and mentors for |
: different topics and improvement for the ministry. | am going to hear :
more about how to lead a Christian organization and about trauma,
. two topics that are very close to my heart and that are a need for the
. ZZ and Serbian/Roma people. 5

. December Women’s Meeting

%For many years, until Covid time, ZZ would organize a women’s
. meeting once a month. We would talk about different topics, sharing
lives and personal experience with each other. :

We started these meetings again in a very nice period of the year -
. Christmas time. ’

Every second month, we are planning to have a women’s meeting
. (February is our next month). '

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Christmas Camp

This year we had a friend and a helper coming from the USA, Lori |
decided to join us this year. She brought some presents from the USA '
(like a Christmas tree made of felt material with ornaments, figures
that represent people from the Christmas story . . .) so our camp |
could be visual and easy for the children to follow. ‘

We also had three new volunteers, which is a great joy for the ZZ |
team, and my husband helped this year a lot as well. They shared
stories, did Christmas crafts, and one of them was a Santa Clause.
The children were able to play, hear a story of Jesus coming to Earth, |
sing songs, and receive presents. 5

This year, my Church blessed us with some sweets and snacks for |
the children. As we have been working in this village for seven to |
eight years now, | have decided to give them individual presents for |
the first time. In the past, we shared how important is to give and
receive, but also not to take from others. 3

Also, my friend from childhood that | haven’t seen for many years
came to Christ and today is an ex-drug addict. He feels privilege to
be able to serve people in need. :

Sad Story True for So Many Roma Women

When a woman among Roma people doesn’t have a man (as they
would say it - or husband), there is nobody who is going to take care |
of her. :

In my previous November newsletter, | shared one sad story about
a family that tragically lost their father and husband. Since then, his '
wife decided to go back to prostitution and earn quick money for their |
family and the kids. She decided to leave Donji Petrovci, as there are |
other family members who are trying to make decisions for her and '



: her kids, and that is a hard life. Last thing | heard about her and her
. kids is that she has a new husband, who is now taking care of her :
and kids.

Please pray that she and kids give a seed for the Lord one day in
 their lives and all of them (her and the three kids) ask Christ to be |
. their Lord and Saviour.

And finally, my daughter Martina is getting married March 28.

%We are celebrating them, helping them to organize everything, and '
. looking forward to that day.

Much love from ZZ and Cizmanski family!

. Marijana Cizmanski

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................



HARLAN MOSS - PRISON LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRY

February 2026

“Now to Him Who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that
we ask or think according to the power that works in us, to Him be the
glory.” Ephesians 3:20 ;

God is awesome in all His ways! When a person remains steadfast
: in their decision to follow Jesus, others will see it. When others see
it they will want that same peace and joy a follower of Christ has in :
them.

One of the men in the Bible study had some good questions. | asked
Henry if he knew the Lord and he told me, “I do not, but | would like
to know Him.” He did not have any Bible knowledge. He went on to |
tell me, “When | was using drugs, | saw some pictures where | saw |
a dark shadow over me, like a spirit. That scared me, so | quit using
drugs. | am a believer that there is a spirit world.” He was very open to
hearing the good news of the gospel and trusted Christ as his Savior!

| have visited Peter a few times. He lives on D-floor where the men
have been on tight supervision for the last year. When he was brought
to my office, he had to be handcuffed. | knew something was different |



- about Peter this time. He was more positive and smiling. As we visited, |
- he told me, “A few weeks ago | got down on my knees and told the |
- Lord, "You can have all of me. | am done with the gang life, and | want |
: to follow You Lord Jesus with all my heart.” My life has changed and |
- have peace in my heart and soul! | told the others that | quit the gang :
life. They tell me | will get beat up for leaving it. | don’t care what they
think or do to me, | am done with that life. | would rather get beat up
for doing right than for doing wrong, which | did most of my life. If | am |
. going to suffer it might as well be for Jesus! The other day one of the
. gang members walked past my door and spit on me. | remembered |
 that they spit on Jesus as well, | let it go. | am sharing my devotions |
- with my roommate, and he is getting interested in knowing Jesus i
- and His Word.” | visited with Peter 10 days later and he told me. “My |
. cellie is not a Christian but he is very interested in learning more |
about Jesus. | would like you to visit with him and explain the gospel
. to him more clearly.” | told him | would be glad to visit with him. A few
- days later | received a request from Peter to talk with me as soon as |
. possible. It was about his cellie who wanted to visit with me. We went |
. over the good news of Jesus Christ and the cost of following Jesus. |
' He was very serious about changing his life of sin by inviting Jesus |
§to be his Lord and Savior! After we prayed, he told me it was like a
burden lifted. Peter has truly been a light and a witness to his cellie.
Peter informed me, “l| have been praying with some of the inmates '
. when we are out of our cells for rec. One of the men asked me, ‘If
before we lock up can we get in a circle and you would pray for us!’
. That is what has been happening for the last few days. Another thing |
. God is doing is that the man who spit on me, now wants me to pray
- for him!” Praise God for His work in their lives! | am thankful to God |
that | can be part of what He is doing! :

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Thank you for your prayers, God is truly at work in the prison! Thank
you for your financial support as well! Have a great February!

In Christ, Harlan



February 2026
SURPRISING GRACE
Praises

e Praise the Lord for a new year and new opportunities to learn and
serve.

.+ Praise God for the NAB missions team and time together planning
and praying.

Praise the Lord for leading me to a group of Japanese people in
: South Dakota. :

. Prayer

-+ Please pray for the NAB missions team as we seek to serve God ;
and raise up the next generation of leaders and missionaries.

-« Pray for me as | continue learning about my role and how to help |
local churches engage in the global church.

: « Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out more workers into the
: fields, which are ripe for the harvest. :




» Please pray for me as | meet with the ENT surgeon this month
about my thyroid nodules. s

He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.

Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
field.” :

LUKE 10:2 (NIV)

January 2026 started quietly for me in South Dakota. | am now off§
on new adventures in mobilization. At the end of January, the NAB
International Missions Department team met for our first time in
person. We spent the week strategizing and dreaming and praying '
together. We are looking forward to seeing God work mightily as he |
calls more workers to the harvest fields. :

We also hosted the first ever Missions Pop-Up Event at First Baptist
Church in Lodi, California. It was an evening of conversations about :
NAB international missions and sharing the vision we have for how
churches and individuals can participate in God’s work around the '
world. | enjoyed meeting people from several Northern California |
churches who attended. Watch for future opportunities to participate
in or host a Missions Pop-Up Event in your area!

In December, | had the unexpected surprise of meeting a group of
Japanese women in Sioux Falls. | spent a fun afternoon with about |
15 women who live in the area. What a lovely wink from Jesus to
remind me that | can still have Japanese connections in Sioux Falls.

Learning about mobilization work continues every day. In early :
December, | traveled to Phoenix to attend a mobilizers’ conference
put on by Missio Nexus. During the sessions, | sat with seasoned !
mobilizers who taught and encouraged me, and at meals | asked
questions of as many people as possible. | appreciated learning



- about mobilizing the next generation of leaders from some experts in |
 the field. God is at work around the world! Continue to pray and ask |
the Lord of the harvest to send out workers. :

. This week, | am in Ontario for the second module of Blue Ocean, a |
missional learning community of NAB leaders. | am looking forward
- to a few days of fellowship and learning together. Our first module |
:in Vancouver in October was about missional theology and how it |
intersects with our lives and ministries. This module is about spiritual
- formation, how God has formed our hearts and how they develop and
i grow. :

Transition back to life in the United States continues daily. Winter in
. South Dakota has been an adjustment! Some winter driving muscle
. memory has surfaced, but the confidence is not strong. | am grateful |
 for a reliable car and safety in my travels so far. | do miss walking i
- outside in the mornings and to the grocery store and to the post office. |
Thank you for continuing to pray for my adjustment. ;

. There will be lots of travel this year as | go to churches and conferences
: to talk about missions and church engagement. We will be providing |
. new opportunities to join in prayer for NAB missionaries, for the world, :
§for the unreached people of the world, and for the Lord to send out
more workers. Watch for communications from the NAB or from me
. with more information. :

Thank you for being people who love Jesus through your involvement
 in the global church. :

Shan Reed
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February 2026

Happy Valentines Day

- Valentine’s Day is a holiday synonymous with love. We hope that you !
: can enjoy this day with those you love. :

We continue to serve with SEND International, where missionaries
. share around the world about our Heavenly Father who loves them. !
. God formed you in your mother’'s womb and gave you life. He knew |
. you before you were born (Psalm 139:13). God has a purpose for !
. your life (Psalm 138:8). God sent His one and only Son, Jesus Christ, |
to die for your sins (Romans 5:8). God offers you both discipline and
: grace (Hebrews 12:11). And God is preparing a place for you in :
. Heaven (John 14:3). ’

§Darwin’s mother, Arlene Stoesz, is in a nursing home in Mountain
Lake, MN, and she loves listening to messages from David Jeremiah.
: She recently shared how excited she was after listening to one of his :
messages about the gospel and how she wants the whole world to
: hear the Good News.




Ministry Update

: Darwin continues to serve as the assistant treasurer to the |
 International Office Treasurer, supporting several countries where |
. SEND International operates. His work includes communicating with :
§fe||ow treasurers, reimbursing missionary expenses, and preparing
: financial reports. 3

- In January, Darwin traveled to Omaha, Nebraska, where he worked |
. remotely and reconnected with friends and supporters. On February |
5, he shared about missions during the elementary chapel at Berean '
. Academy.

. Darwin recently launched a project he developed in Microsoft Excel |
 called Francine, a tool that helps treasurers set the annual required |
: amounts for missionaries, effective each year on April 1. He has |
also been working on a new report that provides clearer insight into
. SEND’s investments. :

- Karen is working full-time as a receptionist at Berean Academy, a |
| K-12 Christian school in Elbing, KS. She especially enjoys interacting |
- with the students who come to her desk and encouraging the staff :
and teachers throughout the day.

Family Update

§Clara is a senior at Berean Academy and is looking forward to§
- attending John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas, this |
- fall. She also recently earned her Kansas driver’s license and is |
. enjoying the new freedom it brings. :

Karen loves working in her garden, so during these long winter months
. she watches closely for any signs of new growth. We also decided to
. replace our backyard deck and hope it will help us enjoy the outdoors |
i even more. :
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Darwin continues to enjoy working with his 4th-grade boys at AWANA,
listening to their verses and helping keep things peaceful. He is also
serving as the Deacon of Missions at Whitewater Community Church.

Prayer / Schedule Update

Our tentative schedule is as follows, although all dates are subject to
change. Darwin collaborates remotely with colleagues from all over
the world, which keeps him in front of the computer screen. Please |
pray for us, especially during these events: :

Sundays: Karen facilitates a women’s Sunday School Class at
Whitewater Community Church :

Wednesdays: Darwin helps with AWANA at Whitewater Community
Church

Mar 7-8: Union Valley Bible Church World Outreach Conference%
(WOW)

Mar 16-20: Berean Academy Spring Break

Mar 23-27: Clara Berean Academy Senior Trip

May 16: Clara’s graduation from Berean Academy
Please pray:

Pray for wisdom for Darwin in his role as assistant treasurer for the
International Office. s

Pray for wisdom for Karen as she increases her responsibilities and
tasks at Berean Academy. :

Pray for Darwin’s mother who is now at the Good Samaritan Nursing
home in Mountain Lake, MN. :



Pray that Darwin’s Japanese teacher, Mr. Tsuneizumi, and Karen’s
gfriend, Yuko-san, put their faith in Christ. ’

§Thank you for your partnership with us in our continued work with
SEND International as we work remotely from Whitewater, Kansas.
We value your interest and prayers as you share in God’s work, and
- we depend on your intercession and support to see God’s purposes |
. accomplished! 5

Darwin & Karen & Clara (18) Stoesz
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THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS
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RUSSIA: Missionary Detained Under Questionable Charges

Source: Voice of the Martyrs Korea

Ms. Park Tae-yeon is a recently retired Korean missionary who
served in Russia as a children’s ministry worker with Child Evangelism '
Fellowship. At the age of 69, she decided that it was time for her to
retire and return to Korea. Reflecting on her 33 years of ministry, the
Christian woman described herself as “married to Russia.” :

On January 15th, Ms. Park’s departure from Russia was unexpectedly
blocked when authorities arrested her for alleged immigration
violations. Subsequently, a Russian media report published on i
January 23rd referenced an investigation into children’s religious
camps in Khabarovsk which were being operated by a Korean citizen '
- camps that authorities claim to have shut down. Representatives
from Voice of the Martyrs Korea believe that the immigration-related |
charges are a pretext to prevent Ms. Park from receiving proper legal
counsel and to shield the Russian government from international
scrutiny amid its ongoing crackdown on religious freedom. ’

Thankfully, Ms. Park was able to meet with a representative from



. the Korean consulate on February 3rd. She was briefly placed under
- house arrest before being transferred the next day to a detention |
. centre for foreigners, since her visa had expired in the time since |
 her initial arrest. Efforts are now underway to ensure the detained |
missionary receives appropriate legal representation. :

%Voice of the Martyrs Korea has initiated a petition calling on the%
. Russian government to release this faithful servant of God from :
. detention. :

Inrecentyears, the state of religious freedomin Russia has significantly
- deteriorated, particularly for those not associated with the Russian |
. Orthodox Church.

. « Please pray for Ms. Park’s swift release from detention, asking '
. God to open every necessary door - spiritually, legally and '
. politically - so this retired ministry worker can return home to |
her family in Korea as initially planned.

. » As she awaits timely legal support and consular representation, '
. may this faithful servant experience the Lord’s comforting
. presence and strength, along with encouraging reminders of
His promised intervention.

. « Despite the Russian government’s shutdown of the camps, pray
 that the Lord will make a way for the children in Khabarovsk and '
throughout Russia to receive further ministry and discipleship;
while, at the same time, presenting evangelistic opportunities
that will enable the Holy Spirit to reach many more young hearts
. with the truth and hope of the Gospel. :
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IRAN: Christian Convert Re-Arrested
Sources: HRANA, Article18

InJanuary 2025, 41-year-old GhazalMarzbanwasdetainedin Tehran’s
Evin Prison after being sentenced to six months’ imprisonment and
74 lashes. The charges against her included “propaganda against :
the regime” and “appearing in public without a hijab.” Ghazal, a |
Christian convert from Islam, had initially been arrested in November
2024 while participating in protests against government oppression.
She was released from prison in 2025 after serving two months of her
initially sentenced term.

For unknown reasons, the Christian convert was recently arrested
again. On January 14th, two hours after being taken into custody, she '
contacted her husband to inform him that she was being held by the '
Ministry of Intelligence. Since that phone call, no further information
has been provided regarding Ghazal’s condition, whereabouts, or :
the charges being brought against her. Her arrest comes amid an
intensified crackdown on widespread protests in Iran, compounded by
an ongoing Internet blackout and reports that thousands of protestors '
have been killed by security forces. :

Ghazal, who is a law graduate, has faced severe restrictions since
converting to Christianity. Authorities have prevented her from taking
the bar exam and repeatedly pressured her to leave the country. In |
addition, her husband, who is also a Christian convert, has been
unable to access medication to manage his Parkinson’s disease - |
deepening the family’s hardship in the wake of her disappearance.

» Lift up Ghazal before God’s throne of grace - along with all
those who are likewise being detained or living under threat :
because of their Christian faith - praying that He will mightily



. protect, sustain and strengthen them.

. » Additionally, please remember Ghazal’s husband in your
prayers, asking the Lord to grant him greatly needed comfort,
. courage and strength as he endures this season of uncertainty
while also struggling with his physical health.

*Intercede for the country of Iran as a whole, so that God’s peace,
. Justice and restoration may prevail in the midst of government-
 inflicted violence and civil unrest. i

§RUSS|A AND OCCUPIED UKRAINE: Unregistered Churches§
. Face Opposition

Source: Forum18

- In both Russia and areas of Ukraine that are currently occupied ;
' by Russian troops, unregistered churches have been experiencing |
- increasing pressures. Officials have forced some congregations |
§to close, while threatening others with penalties if they continue to
. gather for worship.

- In the city of Rostov-on-Don, Pastor Oleg Volkov was recently fined |
- for “unlawful missionary activity” due to his involvement with an |
- unregistered church. Prosecutors have since sought to ban the church |
itself because its members refuse to undergo state registration. :

. Courts have issued bans on at least ten congregations belonging i
:to the Council of Churches Baptist denomination. Despite these !
: restrictions, many believers continue to meet, often in private homes.
. However, a new bill has been introduced by Russia’s parliament which :
. would outlaw public worship services and any religious ceremonies
 in residential buildings. Debate on the bill is scheduled for May 2026. |
| If passed, the legislation would directly affect many congregations.
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Similar actions have occurred in Russian-occupied areas of Ukralne

On January 25th, Russian police and military officers raided worshlp
services in Krasnodon, as well as those of a church located in a nearby
village. The officers ordered all men to stand while they recorded the |
identities of everyone present. One church leader, Pastor Rytikov,
was taken to the police station for interrogation, where officials warned |
that if his congregation continued to refuse registration, police would |
disrupt every future service.

For many years, official registration has been rejected by groups%
such as the Council of Churches Baptist due to concerns over
governmental control. 3

- Continue to pray for followers of Christ in Russia and Russian- |
occupied Ukraine who are being subjected to intense opposition, :
asking God to spiritually strengthen them, protect their
gatherings, and provide His divine wisdom for every decision
they must make. :

* May the Holy Spirit move mightily within the hearts and minds
of Russia’s governing leaders, prompting meaningful changes '
in policies and attitudes towards religious freedom. :

* Pray for the churches’ ongoing outreach efforts, asking that - :
despite the present challenges - multitudes more will powerfully
encounter the truth of the Gospel and, as a result, experience
God'’s saving grace. 5



Missionary Contact Info

.........................................................................................................

Amanda Benson:

Website: send.org/benson

Email: oboejo09@gmail.com
Address: 113 E. Leighton St.
Brandon, SD 57005
Tax-deductible donations can be
sent to: SEND International

PO BOX 513, Farmington, Ml 48332
Missionary #169352

Marijana Cizmanski:

Email: marijanacizmanski@gmail.com
Address: Sima Matavulja 24 21000
Novi Sad Serbia Serbia

Brandon & Marci Jones:

Website: teachingbeyondborders.org
Email: PastorBCJones@gmail.com
Address: U.S. mailing address is:
1003 Baretta Ct., Aurora, MO 65605
Address in Brazil is: Avenida Cristovéao
Colombo, 3452/201, 90560-002

Porto Alegre, RS, Brasil (Cards are
wonderful, but please contact us
before sending a package)

Harlan Moss:

Email: hpmoss1@Yahoo.com
Phone: 605-940-4220

Address: South Dakota Prison
Chaplain’s Association

Harlan Moss 601 W 57th Street, Sioux
Falls, SD 57108

BRANDON VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
PRESENTING A CHANGELESS CHRIST FOR A CHANGING WORLD

: Shan Reed:
: Email: sreed@nabconf.org

i Darwin & Karen Stoesz:

Darwin Email: dstoesz@send.org
. Karen Email: kstoesz@send.org .
i Our main phone number for text and '
i calling: 316-708-0127 (Feel free to :
i send us a text)
i Our New Address: 101 S Cottonwood
. St, Whitewater, KS 67154

How To Give To North American
Baptist Missionaries: :
Step 1: Go to the NAB’s new missions

: webpage nabonmission.org.

Step 2: Click on the “missionaries”
label.

Step 3: Click on the national
missionary to whom you would like to

i designate your support.

Step 4: Click on the “give to..” button
on the national workers page.
Step 5: Fill out the form. All gifts

given through the NAB are tax

deductible.



