
February 2026          Editor Janelle Daum         Volume 23, Issue 10
BRANDON VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHBRANDON VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

“Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the 

fear of God.”

 II Corinthians 7:1

Tommy angrily returned home from Sunday School and vowed to his 
mother that he would never go back. His shocked mother asked what 
had happened.
Tommy snapped back his answer: “My Sunday School teacher 
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doesn’t know anything about God. She doesn’t even know what God 
looks like!”
Tommy’s mother asked him how his teacher was supposed to know 
what God looked like. Tommy explained, “I drew a picture of God, 
and my teacher didn’t know what it was!”
That’s a silly little story that helps to point out for us how silly the 
reasons often are for broken relationships. Here was a little boy who 
wanted to break the relationship with his Sunday School teacher just 
because she couldn’t interpret one of his pictures. 
Broken relationships are all around us. They happen for a number 
of different reasons… some of them silly, but most of them serious. 
What do we do with broken relationships? How do we heal them? It 
takes commitment. 
Paul was experiencing that with the Corinthian believers. In II 
Corinthians 7 Paul begins to talk to us about the important commitments 
that we must make in order to see broken relationships restored. It’s 
difficult to restore broken relationships because it calls for us to make 
the changes within ourselves that will allow the opportunity for healing 
of the relationship regardless of the other person’s response. But it’s 
absolutely necessary for Christlikeness. It begins with a commitment 
to restoration.
There is a French legend about an old man who used to walk the 
streets of Marseilles whom they called The Miser of Marseilles. He 
was an object of derision throughout the whole city, and eventually 
throughout all of France. Everyone seemed to have heard of him.
Apparently, he loved nothing and had no other object in life than 
to hoard every bit of money he could lay his hands on… for what 
purpose, no one knew. He was ridiculed whenever he appeared on 
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the streets. When he died, he was so despised that only a single 
person attended his funeral. Then his will was read, and these were 
its strange terms:
“From my infancy I noted that the poor people of Marseilles had great 
difficulty in getting water. I noticed that water, the gift of God, was 
very dear and difficult to obtain. And when they could get that water, 
it was not as pure and clean as God intended it to be.

“Therefore, I vowed before God that I would live for one purpose, for 
one end. I would save all of my money that I might give it to the city 
on one condition: that an aqueduct be built to bring fresh, pure water 
from yonder lake in the hills to Marseilles. That I now make possible 
by leaving all my hoarded wealth to this city. This is my last will and 
testament.”

That aqueduct is one of the historic sights which guides and natives 
point out to visitors above all other things. It is said that the poor 
people say as they drink the pure, sweet water from the lake in the 
hills, “When the poor miser died, we misunderstood him, but he did 
it all for us! We called him the miser of Marseilles, but he was more 
than that; he was the savior of Marseilles!”

That is the legend… the truth of how it was built is far more mundane. 
But what an incredible example that legend gives us of a man 
committed to restoration. First, he was committed despite how people 
reacted to him. Nobody honored him or showed him any respect, but 
still he continued in his journey of providing for them. Secondly, we 
see that he went about his commitment with a single-minded focus. 
This was the most important goal in his life, and he gave his entire 
life to it.
As God’s chosen ambassadors of reconciliation Paul stresses that 
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any commitment to restoration must contain those two factors. It has 
to be done irrespective of the response of the other party. It also must 
be an all-consuming passion for the person making the commitment. 
There is to be nothing more important than restoration.
Our best example of that is God’s commitment to restoration of our 
relationship with Him: “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” Regardless of how we might respond, Jesus provided the way 
for us to be restored in our relationship with God. And it was His all-
consuming passion. He came to earth for one reason… to die for our 
sins. That was the only purpose for Him becoming flesh. God was 
absolutely committed to restoration.
Verses 1-2 call us to that same level of commitment to restoration. 
Verse 1 deals with our relationship with God. The call to commitment 
is based on the promises God has given us: “Since we have these 
promises…” v.1a. The promises at the end of chapter 6 are that He 
will dwell with us, and that we will have a family relationship with Him. 
Since God dwells with us in that close, intimate relationship, we need 
to be equally committed to maintaining a close, intimate relationship 
with Him. 
He tells us, “let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body 
and spirit”, v.1b. Cleansing keeps us close to God. That includes 
confession of past sins that mire us down, but it also deals with 
present defilements that tempt us. He is telling us to literally wash 
away from our lives anything that would defile our body or our spirit. 
If it’s a light dusting wash it away quickly. If it’s a deep stain then use 
whatever strong chemicals it takes and scrub however hard you must 
in order to get rid of it. That’s the thought in cleansing ourselves. It 
speaks to a whatever-it-takes attitude. Whatever it takes to be clean, 
whatever you have to cut out of your life, do it.
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The goal is “bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God”, 
v.1c. Someday we will be perfectly glorified in God’s presence. By 
doing whatever it takes to rid defilements from our lives right now we 
are perfecting, or bringing closer to completion, that future state of 
holiness. 
Verse 2 deals with our relationship with others. How do we restore a 
broken relationship with other people? Paul was utterly and completely 
committed to changing his own heart to open doors that would allow 
the Corinthians to start on the journey to restoration. It starts with 
open hearts. “Make room in your hearts for us,” v.2a. Paul had already 
mentioned in 6:11 how his heart was wide open to the Corinthians. 
Here he declares that he had kept it open, “We have wronged no 
one, we have taken advantage of no one…” v.2b. In 6:12 Paul told 
us that they had broken the relationship with him by restraining 
their affections. In v.13 he called for them to make the same heart 
changes he had made. They were to match Paul’s commitment to the 
relationship. That is what he means when he says at the beginning of 
v.2, “Make room in your hearts for us.” That’s the change that would 
show their commitment. They needed to reciprocate Paul’s affection 
by showing the same level of affection toward him. In that way the 
relationship would be restored.
To restore broken relationships the starting point must be that solid, 
unshakable, all-consuming commitment to restoration, no matter 
how the other party responds. Even if the Corinthians never changed 
in their feelings toward Paul he would maintain his commitment to 
restoration. He knew that if one person has that commitment, then 
restoration has a chance. He learned it from God, because that was 
God’s commitment to us that brought us salvation. 
Blessings, Pastor Randy
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2026:

Sunday’s

9:30 a.m. Worship Service

10:30 a.m. Fellowship

10:45 a.m. Sunday School for the Whole Family

Wednesday’s

6 p.m. AWANA Supper 
 

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. AWANA Ages 3 - 8th Grade

Thursday’s

5 p.m. Women’s Bible Study at Various Homes

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. Youth Group 9th - 12th Grade

Saturday’s

February 7, 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study via Zoom

February 21, 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study via Zoom
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Upcoming Events

Saturday, February 14, Valentine’s Day

Sunday, February 15, Newsletter Articles are Due

Monday, February 16, Presidents’ Day

Saturday, February 21, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. RESGEN Men’s Summit 
2026, Denny Sanford Premier Center, Sioux Falls, SD
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MISSIONARY UPDATES
AMANDA BENSON - PHILIPPINES

January 1, 2026
REFLECTIONS ON 2025

2025 has been a varied year for me. I spent the first half of the year 
in the US, helping my mom and dad, visiting supporters, working on 
my degree, and spending time with friends. It was a busy first half 
of the year, but it was also wonderful. I loved the time God gave me 
with so many of you. I am also thankful for all that I learned during my 
courses and internship hours. God used those things to prepare me 
for what He called me to do in the second half of the year.
My return to the Philippines in July included a lot of adjusting! I came 
back planning to fill in as the middle school principal while my principal 
was on furlough. There was a lot to learn and do, and I’m thankful for 
the time that I had before school started to work on that. I was also 
able to continue the house ministry with my roommate, Marissa, to 
serve the new single female staff members. It has been a blessing to 
get to live with the three ladies who are with us this year.
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This year most definitely did not end up as I expected it to! There are 
still many times when it boggles my mind that I’m the middle school 
principal…not just temporarily but for the foreseeable future. But as 
I’ve reflected on this, I know God’s hand is in it. He has reminded 
me that His ways are better than my ways. In all likelihood, I would 
never have chosen this path for myself. But He put people in my life 
to prompt this journey.
God is doing great things at Faith Academy. Earlier today, I was 
thanking God for all that He is doing, even though I don’t see a majority 
of it. As the principal, I hear some of what God is doing, but often only 
when people share it with me. But the amazing thing is that I don’t 
need to know it all to know that God is working. I am confident that 
He is doing great things. I don’t really know why, but He has called 
me to be the middle school principal for this time, which means He 
has plans for using me in this position. I look forward to seeing what 
those plans and purposes are!
Thank you for your continued prayers and support that allow me 
to follow God and serve Him here at Faith Academy. Your support 
allows this work to continue. It allows us to continue to spread the 
good news of the Kingdom of God in SE Asia. I am excited to get to 
continue to be a part of that here and to see what He is going to do 
in this coming year.
May God do mighty things in your life in this year to come.
Amanda

Praises
• God is working in many ways! He has been clearly guiding me each 
step of the way to bring me to where I am now. I know He will continue 
to use me as I follow Him.
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• The semester ended pretty smoothly, despite all that was going on. 
There were many concerts, activities, cookies, and parties! It was a 
blessing to many.
• I had a great trip to Japan and was refreshed during my time there. 
I’m thankful for the opportunity to connect with friends and see what 
ministries they are doing there.

Prayer Requests
• Pray for me as I continue to lead the middle school. There are some 
situations I need to address, and I continually need wisdom for them. 
Pray that I would be a leader who prays and that I would continually 
depend on the Lord for wisdom and direction.
• Pray for Outdoor Ed preparations! January is always the craziest 
month for planning, and now I am doing it while being the full-time 
principal. Pray that I will know everything that needs to be done, that 
God will work out all of the details, and that God would even now 
prepare the hearts of the students for this trip.
• Pray for continued wisdom as I help my parents from afar. Pray that 
my brothers and I would know how to best help my parents.
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HARLAN MOSS - PRISON LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRY

January 2026
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God. ”Philippians 4:6
We might begin a new year with some anxiety. But the Lord wants 
us to depend on and trust Him for this coming year. As He has been 
with us in the past, so He will be with us in the future! Whenever I find 
myself getting anxious, the Lord convicts me that I am not trusting 
Him. We have to believe the passage in Romans 8:28, “And we know 
that all things work together for good to those who love God,”even in 
all the obstacles in the prison.
The holidays are a difficult time for the men. They miss being with 
their families. Some of them did not think about their families when 
they were on the outside. Now they have time on their hands which 
helps them to remember what is important to them.
It was a blessing to have the privilege to hand out Christmas bags 
again. We had three inmates help pack the sacks for Jameson Annex. 
We packed approximately 450 bags. This could not have been 
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possible except through the donations from churches and individuals. 
The prison staff were very helpful in getting them distributed. The 
men look forward to this every year and are very thankful. Thank you 
for your generosity!
Joe, who I wrote about in December, is still interested in meeting me 
weekly. We read a chapter or two of Scripture and talk about it. He 
told me, “About fourteen years ago when you came by my cell, I told 
you I had voices in my head. You asked me if I wanted to get rid of 
them and if the voices had names. I told you they did, and I repeated a 
prayer after you. We prayed for those voices with names to leave me 
in the name of Jesus Christ. After that I could read the Bible without 
it looking blurry.” We meet every Tuesday morning, but last Tuesday 
I forgot. I was distracted with talking to some other men. Joe got my 
attention. He was waiting for me with his Bible in hand! A relative of 
Joe asked him what advice would you give a person who was going 
to spend a few years in prison. Joe told him, “Tell him to use his time 
in prison as a learning experience. It is like going to school, use your 
time to grow into a better person.” I was impressed with his advice. 
The other day I went down the hall to get an inmate who wanted to 
visit with me. Another inmate was standing in that area and he asked 
me who I was. I told him and he said, “I would like to talk with you 
when you have time.” We went to the office to talk. He wanted to 
make sure he understood the Bible correctly. His desire was to know 
more about the Bible. There are no coincidences with God.
It’s a blessing that we will have a chaplain office in another section in 
the prison, D-floor. D-floor is where the gang fights were last March. 
These men have been on tight supervision so it has been difficult to 
visit with them. It will be a blessing to have a presence there. Pray 
that God will work in that area in a mighty way!
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Thank you again for your faithfulness in your prayers and financial 
support. Please pray for wisdom for the staff in dealing with difficult 
situations. Also continue to pray for relaxed restrictions as time goes 
on.
In Christ, Harlan
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NEWS FROM CHAIN OF LOVE HOMES
October/November/December 2025 Newsletter
Dear Chain of Love friends,
We hope you are experiencing a wonderful season of Advent! In our 
final newsletter of 2025, we would like to praise the Lord for His care, 
love, and blessings throughout this past year. It was a year full of 
challenges, but the Lord has helped us face them all. 
We also thank each of you who has, in one way or another, supported 
this ministry. You are an integral part of Chain of Love. Every thought, 
prayer, dollar donated, message written to our children, and gift 
makes a difference in our children’s lives. May the Lord continue to 
bless all of you! 
COL’s SECOND CAMPUS
We have excellent news to share about our new campus! As many of 
you know, thanks to the love and dedication of brothers and sisters 
from the United States, we purchased four adjacent lots. On the 
recent trip to the US, we received money to start building one house 
next year. We are beyond grateful and excited!
Our next step is to hire an engineer to start leveling the ground and 
prepare the property to receive utilities, piping, and a surrounding wall. 
The initial cost estimate to hire an engineer and begin construction 
was an overwhelming amount. However, after extensive searching 
and comparing estimates provided by several engineers, we were 
given a more reasonable estimate that comes to the equivalent of 
approximately US $20,000. 
Several brothers and sisters from Canada and the United States have 
blessed us with funds for the construction, which will be invested in 
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this first phase of the project. Currently, we already have 79.5% of 
our goal and still need approximately US $4,100 to complete this 
phase. We are planning to start leveling the ground in March next 
year. Praise be to God!
TELMO AND JAQUES IN CANADA
After promoting Chain of Love in the US, Telmo Camargo (COL 
Executive Director) met Jaques Ribeiro in Canada to promote the 
ministry there. The duo shared about COL in the provinces of Ontario, 
British Columbia, Alberta, and Manitoba, participating in conferences, 
speaking at churches, visiting sponsors and supporters, and meeting 
with church leaders. We would like to thank everyone who made 
this trip possible. Several people drove, hosted, fed, prayed, and 
contributed financially for this trip. God bless them all.
RICK AND JEAN DUNBAR
While Telmo and Jaques were in Ontario, Rick and Jean Dunbar - 
our missionaries from Canada - were promoting Chain of Love in 
Southern Alberta. On the way home, they were involved in an accident 
that resulted in some injuries. Praise God that they are healing well.
Please pray for complete healing. 
A BRITISH COLUMBIA TEAM AT COL
A team of three delightful gentlemen from Bethany Baptist Church 
(Richmond, BC, Canada) came to visit us in November. They shared 
powerful testimonies during a service, emphasizing the consequences 
of poor choices and encouraging our youth to think carefully about 
the decisions they make. They also painted the interior of two of our 
homes and engaged meaningfully with our children and houseparents 
- many rich conversations happened, especially over games! Their 
visit was so impactful for all that they are planning to return with their 
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wives next time! We are so excited about that!
If you wish to come and serve at COL, we would LOVE to have you! 
We have a guest house fully equipped and furnished, waiting for you 
on our campus in the city of Campo Bom. During your time with us, 
meals, accommodation, Wi-Fi, and transportation to/from the airport 
will be provided. You will only be responsible for your visas and airline 
tickets. Our policy is to lovingly serve those who come to serve our 
children. You can contact us at robbynhanstad@gmail.com (if you 
live in the US) or jrdunbar58@gmail.com (if you live in Canada) for 
more information. Our children and staff are eagerly waiting for you!
MORE BAPTISMS
Teams coming from North America have a huge impact on our 
children’s lives, especially when they have testimonies to share. 
Frequently after teams come to COL, several children and teenagers 
make the decision to be baptized. For example, on December 6, 
eight COL young people publicly declared their faith in Christ through 
baptism! This brings the total to 34 children and teenagers who were 
baptized in 2025! Praise the Lord for this! Now, let’s pray for them to 
continue their journey with the Lord and for their spiritual growth.
A MESSAGE TO OUR PARTNERING CHURCHES
If you have old promotional materials from COL (bookmarks, 
brochures, etc.) available for people to pick up, please let us know 
so we can replace them. The information in them is not current. For 
your information, our new material has the logo that is located on the 
right of this text. Please email us at chainoflovehomes@gmail.com 
for their replacement. Thank you! 
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OTHER PRAYER REQUESTS
- For wisdom and strength for our houseparents and staff
- For more children and teenagers to accept Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior (they are going to Bible camp in January and February. May 
the Holy Spirit touch their hearts).
- For us to finish the construction of two houses on our new property 
(our second campus) in 2026.
- For a blessed year of 2026 for all of us.
Have a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year!
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THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS

January 15, 2026 - Persecution & Prayer Alert
CHINA: Major Crackdown on Church Networks
Sources: ChinaAid, BBC, The Christian Post, France 24
In recent months, the Chinese Communist Party has intensified 
its campaign against some of China’s largest unregistered church 
networks. This crackdown follows years of pressure on congregations 
such as those belonging to the Early Rain Covenant Church, which 
has faced major oppression since December 2018. In October 2025, 
authorities also launched coordinated raids on multiple campuses 
of the Zion Church network, arresting several church leaders. More 
recently, similar actions have targeted the Yayang Christian Church 
and its affiliated congregations.
In the early morning hours of December 15th, more than 1,000 officers 
raided 12 congregations linked to the Yayang Christian Church. During 
the raids, authorities arrested hundreds of believers and detained 
key church workers. In the days following, police vehicles remained 
stationed outside the homes of several church members.
On January 5th, hundreds of police officers and members of China’s 
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special forces surrounded the Yayang Christian Church in Wenzhou 
with scaffolding and barricades, blocking the building from public view. 
In addition to strictly warning citizens to not take any photographs or 
videos, authorities deployed drones and signal-blocking vehicles to 
monitor the area. Several individuals were taken into custody merely 
for sharing information on social media or through private messaging 
apps.
While the church remains blocked from view, the silhouette of the 
building clearly shows that the cross has been removed from the bell 
tower. There have also been reports that the bell tower itself is being 
dismantled. It is believed that the authorities intend to eventually 
demolish or substantially alter the church building.
Despite these recent campaigns, church members are standing firm in 
their faith. Dr. Eric Foley from VOM Korea observes: “As their leaders 
are put in jail, new leaders are raised up from the congregation to 
take their place. This is real church life...an all-church commitment 
to Jesus Christ.” As these churches continue to conduct worship 
services - even in the midst of dire challenges - the Gospel message 
is boldly being proclaimed.
At last report, 20 members of the Yayang church are presently being 
held in detention, and the government’s oppression remains ongoing.
• Pray that God’s peace and strength will encourage the hearts of 
His oppressed people as they seek His guidance through these 
challenging times of persecution.
• In the midst of the present hardships, pray that the Lord will 
continue to work powerfully in and through China’s churches, 
enabling them to courageously proclaim the message of His 
sacrificial love and forgiveness.
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• May international pressure be applied in a concerted effort to 
overturn the Chinese government’s oppressive policies, and 
thus bring relief to those who are suffering for their faith.
KAZAKHSTAN: Police Coerce Complaints Against Unregistered 
Churches
Source: Forum18
Police in Kazakhstan continue to pressure congregations belonging 
to the Council of Churches Baptist in an ongoing campaign to force 
them to register with the government. Recent reports indicate that 
the authorities have coerced individuals into filing complaints against 
these churches, even dictating what they should say.
On September 29th, police arrived at the Shu Baptist Church after 
receiving a complaint alleging that the church was conducting lessons 
for children - an activity restricted by law. The woman who filed the 
complaint later admitted that it had been written “under pressure and 
dictation from the police.”
On October 26th, a church in Balpyk-Bi was raided by police officers 
mandating that the congregation be registered with the government. 
When the officers returned on November 19th, they demanded 
statements from all the attendees and, throughout the ordeal, 
forbid them from leaving. Those who refused to comply by giving 
a statement were then taken to the local police station. Charges 
were subsequently filed against nine members for holding a worship 
meeting without state permission. Thankfully, on December 24th, the 
judge dismissed all nine cases due to lack of evidence.
Under Kazakhstan’s religious laws, registration requirements are 
strictly enforced. For some groups, such as the Council of Churches 
Baptist, these requirements bring back memories of the oppression 
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Christians faced under the former Soviet Union.
• Pray on behalf of the church leaders in Kazakhstan as they 
navigate how to wisely respond to the ongoing demands 
of governing officials and appropriately deal with the legal 
challenges presently facing them.
• May congregations throughout the country experience God’s 
divine protection, empowerment and provision, enabling 
persecuted followers of Jesus to remain steadfast in their faith 
despite intimidation and coercion.
• Additionally, ask the Lord to bless His people’s endeavours 
to faithfully share the Scriptures with those in need of eternal 
salvation, so that many hearts will be enlightened to the truth of 
His Word.
INDIA: Protest Leads to Arrests
Sources: The New Indian Express, Catholic Connect, News18
A 60-year-old pastor and his son, along with seven other Christians, 
have been arrested on allegations of conducting coerced conversions. 
The arrests took place after members of the militant nationalist 
group, Bajrang Dal, staged a protest outside a church building in the 
Fatehpur district of Uttar Pradesh.
On December 28th, Pastor David Gladion was leading a prayer 
meeting when protestors suddenly gathered outside, accusing him 
and his adult son, Abhishek, of luring Hindu women to convert to the 
Christian faith by offering money, employment and free education. 
The protestors claimed that approximately 150 people were in the 
church building at the time - many of them women.

22		   



											            23

After learning of the protest, authorities arrived at the scene. They 
then transported the two accused Christian men, along with seven 
unidentified followers of Jesus, to the police station. A case has since 
been registered against the believers. Police state that “publicity 
vehicles” were used to invite villagers to prayer meetings. One such 
vehicle was seized, along with religious literature.
The protest against the believers was instigated by accusations from 
a local resident who claimed that he and others had been invited 
to the church. He alleged that the Christians also made derogatory 
remarks against Hindu beliefs and offered incentives to convert to 
Christianity.
Police state that the investigation is presently in progress, and that 
further action will be taken based on the resulting evidence. Many 
Indian states have laws against coerced conversion activities. 
Unfortunately, these laws are frequently abused through false 
accusations.
• Ask God to guide the authorities’ investigation so that the truth 
may be revealed and justice will ultimately be upheld.
• In the meanwhile, pray that Pastor David, Abhishek and the 
other detained believers will experience the Lord’s loving 
comfort, peace and mighty protection.
• In spite of the frequently encountered opposition and false 
accusations, may the message of God’s love and grace powerfully 
spread throughout India.



Amanda Benson:
Website: send.org/benson
Email: oboejo09@gmail.com
Address: 113 E. Leighton St. 
Brandon, SD 57005
Tax-deductible donations can 
be sent to: SEND International
PO BOX 513, Farmington, MI 
48332 Missionary #169352

Harlan Moss:
Email: hpmoss1@Yahoo.com
Phone: 605-940-4220
Address: South Dakota Prison 
Chaplain’s Association
Harlan Moss 601 W 57th Street, 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108

How To Give To North 
American Baptist 
Missionaries:
Step 1: Go to the NAB’s 
new missions webpage 
nabonmission.org.
Step 2: Click on the 
“missionaries” label.
Step 3: Click on the national 
missionary to whom you would 
like to designate your support.
Step 4: Click on the “give to..” 
button on the national workers 
page.
Step 5: Fill out the form. All 
gifts given through the NAB are 
tax deductible.
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