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“We put no obstacles in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with 
our ministry...”

 II Corinthians 6:3

In our November article we began looking at how God challenges us 
to raise our standards as servants. We talked about what it meant 
to have a sense of the moment. There is a time for everything, and 
everything in its time. It’s an awareness of what is going on around us 
and understanding needs and understanding how best to approach 
people. Servants pay attention to the moment.
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The next standard we strive to attain is a commitment to credibility. 
Ted Williams was a man who exuded credibility. In one of his last 
years with the Boston Red Sox he ended up suffering from a pinched 
nerve in his neck. He said, “It hurt so bad that I could hardly turn my 
head to look at the pitcher.” For the first time in his career he batted 
under .300, hitting just .254 with only 10 home runs. He was the 
highest paid player in sports making $125,000. 
The next year the Red Sox sent him the same contract. When he got 
the contract, Williams sent it back with a note saying that he would 
not sign it until they gave him the full pay cut allowed. He said ..later, 
“I was always treated fairly by the Red Sox when it came to contracts. 
Now they were offering me a contract I didn’t deserve. And I only 
wanted what I deserved.”
Williams cut his own salary by 25%, raised his batting average by 62 
points, and closed out a brilliant career by hitting a home run in his 
final trip to the plate.
There was a man who understood credibility. God is looking for 
servants like that. Paul describes it this way in v.3, “We put no obstacle 
in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry…”

Paul went out of his way to make sure that his ministry was credible. 
No one could accuse him of preaching from the wrong motives. No one 
could say that he preached an easy gospel and abused his position. 
He had suffered more than anyone. No one could say that Paul 
intentionally tried to offend anyone, or had done anything that was 
not Christlike and that would discredit the name of God. Everything 
he had done, he had done for God’s glory. The one overriding goal 
of his life was to make sure that nothing he did detracted from the 
Gospel that he preached. He was committed to credibility.
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Is credibility a mark of your service? When you speak do people have 
no doubt that it’s the truth? When you act do they have any doubt 
that you are acting to God’s glory? God is looking for servants who 
are committed to credibility in their lives so that the ministry is not 
discredited. Are you credible?
That brings us to the third standard in this passage… a refusal to 
give up. James Duff, in his book Flashes of Truth, describes for us 
how past victories can make it easier to face current challenges. 
He illustrates it in this way: “Alexander the Great, after crossing the 
Hellesport (a very large river), reached the river Granicus which at 
that time was in full flood. One of his generals strongly urged him to 
delay crossing the flooded river until the waters subsided. Alexander 
the Great responded, ‘Shall I disgrace myself after crossing the 
Hellesport by allowing my advance to be stopped by a rivulet?’ And 
he crossed the flooded river without hesitation.”
That’s what God is looking for in servants… people who never give 
up no matter what obstacles they might face. In v.4 Paul describes 
it this way: “…as servants to God we commend ourselves in every 
way.” No matter what we face, no matter how difficult life might be, no 
matter how good things might get, we are committed to show people 
our faith and prove to God that we are His servants. 
Consider all of the different situations Paul went through faithfully. 
Verses 4-5 talk about the difficult situations that he endured: 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, 
labors, sleepless nights and hunger. He covers everything from the 
mental stresses to the physical punishment that he endured. Even in 
the midst of torture he refused to give up. Verses 6-7 describe some 
of the spiritual equipment that kept Paul going: he was committed 
to purity, he was filled with the knowledge of God, he had patience, 
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kindness, the Holy Spirit within, genuine love, truthful speech, the 
power of God and weapons of righteousness for the right hand and 
for the left. In vv.8-10 he talks about the hurtful, and sometimes mean 
and petty, things that people said about him. In v.8 he described it 
as “we are treated as impostors, and yet are true”. His critics claimed 
that he was dishonorable, and that he gave evil reports, and that he 
was a deceiver. In reality he was a man of glory, good report and 
truth. In v.9 he is called an irresponsible person who was suffering for 
his own sin. They called him an unknown who was physically dying 
and on his way out, again in punishment for his sin. Yet Paul claims 
to be well-known, alive, and not severely punished. He says that all 
that he endured was light affliction. In v.10 he is described by his 
critics as being sorrowful and poor. But in reality he was full of joy and 
he spread spiritual riches to everyone around him. The lies that were 
spread about Paul, and the names that he was called, were terrible. 
They had nothing to do with the truth. But he just absorbed the blows 
and kept going. That’s what God desires in a servant.
A servant is someone who simply refuses to give up. No matter what 
they might face, they keep going. Carlton was shy, smaller than 
other children, and lacking in athletic skills while growing up. When 
he was fifteen years old he was growing so fast the doctors put him 
on crutches for a period of three weeks just to give his body time to 
adjust. 
This slow start didn’t deter Carlton. He loved track and he worked hard 
at it. Dreaming of the Olympics he persevered and went to the 1984 
Olympics. There he tied Jesse Owens’ record by winning four track 
and field gold medals. His winning finish in the 100 meter dash was 
eight feet ahead of the field. Carl Lewis was committed and persisted 
against the early odds. He learned to never quit.
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Those are the qualities that God looks for in a servant. He looks 
for people who have a sense of the moment. They see openings 
for service and fulfill them right away. He looks for people with a 
commitment to credibility. He looks for people who refuse to give up… 
no matter how great the obstacles might be. Those are the qualities 
that make or break a servant of God.
Here is one of the most beautiful portraits of a servant I have ever 
read. This lady has every one of the qualities of a servant we have 
seen in this passage:
Dora had been caring for her husband’s mother for several months. 
Every morning Dora would go to Louise’s house to wash and clean, 
run errands and cook, chop and plant, weed and wait. It was the daily 
ministering that was getting Dora down. Louise was dying of cancer 
and she was slowly fading away. But Dora was also beginning to fade 
from the stress. And Dora’s husband, Jack, could not pull himself 
together to visit and help out his mother more than once every eight or 
ten days. He felt it was too painful for him to watch his mother wasting 
away, so he let Dora do all the work. Jack remained on the fringe of 
his mother’s life, refusing to acknowledge her dying. Emotionally he 
was a wasteland. He thought it was “not right” to express your inner 
feelings unless you got mad. So Dora found herself beside Louise’s 
bed each day.

On one particular day the sun was blazing hot outside, so Dora 
retreated to the cool of Louise’s bedroom. She wanted to just have 
some time to rest and recuperate from the long, draining job she 
had undertaken. But Louise had composed the day’s agenda, and 
when she saw Dora, she used all her strength to get up on one elbow 
and said, “Dora, would you please hold me while I die today?” The 
request shook Dora out of her doldrums. “You’re not going to die 
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today, Mom.”

“Yes, I am, Dora! But as I go into Jesus’ arms would you please wrap 
your arms around me? My son doesn’t touch me, and no one has 
hugged me in such a long time. Please! Please hold me?”

So as the flaming afternoon sun burned on, Dora gently lifted Louise’s 
frail frame from the bed and, holding Louise in her loving lap and 
wrapping her arms around her ‘mom,’ Dora rocked and sang every 
hymn and tune the angels helped her to recall. The rocking chair’s 
legs kept cadence with the grandfather clock as the hymns of faith 
leaped from Dora’s lips. Somewhere between the hands of mid-
afternoon and the tenderness of time, Dora relinquished control of 
Louise’s spirit into the everlasting arms of Jesus. 

The story concludes on a personal note from the author: “I have 
known men and women who have considered themselves eminent, 
well-known, rich and famous, and I have eaten with people who 
have stalked the fabricated foyers of pretentious power and thought 
themselves to be distinguished and prominent. But I have never met 
anyone greater in God’s kingdom than Dora.”

God is looking for Dora’s. Are you a Dora? Are you a servant?
Blessings,
Pastor Randy
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2026:

Sunday’s

9:30 a.m. Worship Service

10:30 a.m. Fellowship

10:45 a.m. Sunday School for the Whole Family

Wednesday’s

6 p.m. AWANA Supper 
 

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. AWANA Ages 3 - 8th Grade

Thursday’s

5 p.m. Women’s Bible Study at Various Homes

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. Youth Group 9th - 12th Grade

Saturday’s

January 3, 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study via Zoom

January 17, 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study via Zoom
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Upcoming Events

Thursday, January 1, New Year’s Day

Saturday, January 10, Leadership Team Meeting

Friday, January 16, 7 p.m. RESGEN Date Night Comedy 2026, 
Washington Pavilion, Sioux Falls, SD

Sunday, January 18, Sanctity of Life Sunday

Sunday, January 18, Newsletter Articles are Due

Saturday, February 21, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. RESGEN Men’s Summit 
2026, Denny Sanford Premier Center, Sioux Falls, SD
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MISSIONARY UPDATES
AMANDA BENSON - PHILIPPINES

December 1, 2025
FLIGHT!
When I stepped into the role of principal at the beginning of the year 
(for what I thought was only going to be for a semester), I knew my 
relationships with the students would be different. It would be the 
first time since I started working at Faith Academy that I would not 
be in the classroom, interacting daily with the same students. I also 
would not be leading an advisory group for the first time since we 
started having them. Also, for the first time, I will not have a squad for 
Outdoor Ed.
However, I did not want to give up all of my regular interactions with 
students when I became principal. I still wanted to have meaningful 
interactions with students, as my heart for being at Faith Academy is 
to disciple them. So, I decided I could still lead a Flight group. Flight is 
our middle school after-school Bible study and discipleship program. 
We have it every Tuesday from 3:00 - 4:20, and we have six different 
groups, one for each grade and gender. I have always led (or co-led) 
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the 8th grade group, but this year I am co-leading the 7th grade girls.
Flight has been a source of great joy for me this year. My co-leader, 
Ashli, and I have only a few students come every week, along with 
a few high schoolers who help lead, but it has been a fun, close-
knit, and meaningful experience. We often start our time together by 
playing games and chatting, and then we delve into the book of John.
One of the greatest joys in leading this group has been the last few 
weeks, as we have adjusted how the students interact with God’s 
Word. After a long day, students can get tired. It can be hard to sit and 
talk about God’s Word for an extended period of time after spending 
the day studying. A couple of weeks ago, as I was preparing to lead 
and was thinking about what to do with the passage, I kept thinking 
(which I believe was the Spirit), “Have them ask questions.”
So that’s what we did. We started around 3:30, and we read the 
passage in chunks. During each section, I had everyone write down 
1-2 questions they had about the passage, anything from what a 
word meant to why someone said something to where a city was. As 
we read, asked questions, and discussed possible answers, students 
began making connections. They brought up other passages that 
related to what we were talking about, and we had a meaningful 
conversation. We were only about halfway through the chapter when 
the bell rang to go home. Two of the girls looked up with shocked 
faces and said, “Already?!” We had just spent about 45 minutes on 
half a chapter of John, and the girls could hardly believe the time was 
over!
I’m so grateful that God has given me the idea to have the students 
engage with Scripture by asking questions. I’m continuing to seek 
other ways to engage students with the Scripture as we study John 
(if you have any great ideas, let me know!). I love seeing the students 
											            13



grow in their knowledge of God’s Word and their love for Him through 
our time together. Though the group is small, I know God has brought 
exactly who He wants to be in our group.
I’m in the process of preparing for Outdoor Ed (OE). One thing that 
we do every year is allow 11th and 12th graders to apply to help 
with OE. As I was reading through the applications on Friday, I read 
one for one of the girls who was in my Flight group when she was in 
middle school. She said, “Middle school flight was what really made 
me understand that Jesus was our Savior. Every time we read the 
Bible, I was comfortable with the community that I was able to share 
what I felt and I genuinely felt a connection between me and God. 
From then on, I kept a habit of reading scripture and also reflecting 
on it.”
God used this student’s testimony on her application to remind me that 
He is at work through our Flight program. Because of Flight, middle 
school students are able to know what it means for Jesus to be their 
Savior. They learn how to study God’s Word and the value of a strong 
Christian community. They have a safe place to ask questions and 
wrestle through hard things. I will never know all the fruit that God is 
producing through our Flight program, but I know that He is at work.
Would you pray with me for our Flight groups this year? Pray for the 
leaders, that they would be able to build strong relationships with the 
students, know how to engage the students with God’s Word, and 
create a safe environment for students to grow. Pray that the students 
would come faithfully and be open to learning and growing. Pray that 
these students would choose to follow Jesus for themselves. Pray 
that those who do would learn what it looks like to walk with Him daily 
and choose to do that.
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Thank you for your faithful prayers and support of this ministry. As 
I write this, I’m reminded of what I shared during my furlough: that 
my fruit is also your fruit, as you support it through your prayers, 
encouragement, and financial support. Thank you for being a part of 
the fruit God is producing! Amanda

Praises
• God is doing a great work in our Flight program!
• I have finished my course! I will not take another one until June, due 
to when they are offered and not being able to take one during OE.
• I’ve almost made it through the semester! It’s been crazy, but I’m 
thankful for all the ways God has grown me so far.
• Praise for the meaningful interactions I’ve been able to have with 
students recently. It’s been so great to have moments to tutor them, 
spend time with them, and help them.

Prayer Requests
• Pray for a strong finish to the semester. We have two weeks left of 
school. Pray for balance of time, good rest, and good time with other 
people.
• Pray for a restful and enjoyable Christmas break. Marissa and I will 
be traveling to Japan to visit a few of my missionary friends (and so 
Marissa can go skiing!).
• Pray that I would seek the Lord always and find my joy in Him. Pray 
that I would be aware of when the Enemy is trying to steal my joy. 
Pray that the joy of the Lord would be my strength.
• Pray for peace and wisdom as I continue to support my family from 
a distance, especially over the holidays.
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HARLAN MOSS - PRISON LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRY

December 2025
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; Those 
who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shone.” Is. 
9:2
Praise the Lord for the light of Jesus Christ that sets the captives 
free! It is a blessing for me to share the light of Christ to the men in 
prison and to encourage them in the faith walk. When I started prison 
ministry 24 years ago, my desire was to bring hope to the men behind 
the prison walls. My desire was to let them know God has a new life 
for them when they repent of their sins and put their faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ! The true light of Jesus Christ has and is shining on men 
behind bars!
 Jameson Annex was lockdown for nearly two weeks. It gave me the 
opportunity to visit the county jail and the Hill. It was good to get back 
into Jameson on Wednesday morning and meet with some of men 
again! Two of the Christian men who are in the same cell were having 
difficulty getting along before the lockdown. James told me that he 
would have to move out or his celli would have to move out. When 
I came back on Wednesday morning James told me the lockdown 
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was good for him and his celli. He said, “The lockdown forced us to 
be honest with one another. We could not keep going with the bad 
feelings between us. We shared with each other what was irritating 
about the other. We apologized to each other, prayed together, and 
now we are having Bible study together in the early morning!” Praise 
God for the light that broke through the darkness!
I have known Joe for more than 15 years. Some years ago, he came 
to my mental health weekly Bible studies. Joe just found out his 
brother had died, and he wanted to visit with me. Joe poured out his 
heart to me. His story is a sad story of a broken man.
Joe was very emotional telling his life’s story. He told me, “My father 
was not around much when I was growing up.
He had an addiction problem. When I was five years old my mother 
told me where I got some of my scars. It was from my father who did 
this before I could remember what happened. I grew up with terrible 
fits of anger. When I was eight years old a kid a few grades ahead 
of me started to make fun of me. I ran full force into him and he hit 
his head on the cement. I couldn’t stop beating on him and he died. I 
was put in a home for kids like me where I got into many fights. Now 
in my forties, I look back over my life and see how I have hurt a lot 
of people. I don’t know how God could love a person like me.” In the 
past several years Joe has been studying various religions. As I went 
over the gospel with Joe, he said he believed God’s Word. As we 
prayed together Joe invited Christ to forgive him and trusted Jesus 
to be his Lord and Savior. Joe said, “I am surprised that I made this 
commitment. Now I have to keep my commitment to God.” He wants 
to meet weekly to grow in understanding the Bible. Joe is serious 
about the decision he made to follow Jesus daily! As the Lord’s light 
shines on him, Joe now has the hope only God can give!
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Henry is a very timid man. He told me, “I am tired of my life of addiction. 
My personality changes for the worse when I am high on drugs. I 
have hurt a lot of people because of my drug addiction! I want to take 
Jesus seriously this time and have Him change my life.” We prayed 
for his salvation and the next week he was baptized! A few days 
after his baptism Henry told me, “Men in my cell block are telling me 
that they know where I can get more drugs when I get out of prison. 
I told them I have no interest in doing drugs, my life has changed! 
The bad dreams I have been having are now gone since I have been 
baptized!” Praise God!
I am always thankful for your prayers and financial support! I hope 
you have a great Christmas and blessed New Year!
In Christ,
Harlan
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MARIJANA CIZMANSKI

November 2025
PLANS AND PRAY ERS FOR THE FUTURE
Praises
• ZZ/CHE volunteer (Zoran) and I were able to go to the CHE 
International Conference to Albania in October.
• My health is better (but I still have one more stone in my left kidney 
that I need to take care of).
• New church / new connection through Randy Schmor is sending a 
big team for a summer camp in 2026!
Prayer
• Funds for a second working of ZZ/CHE Serbia starting 2026.
• Good times around Christmas with Donji Petrovci people.
• One family in Donji Petrovci lost a husband and a father.
• Christmas camp activities in Donji Pettrovci.
• My final exam in psychotherapy that should be in February 2026.
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• Please pray for Marijana (our volunteer) who has three operations 
this year, and just a few weeks ago she got diagnosed with three 
tumors on the brain.
Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my sighing. Listen to my 
cry for help, my King and my God, for to you I pray. In the morning, 
O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before 
you and wait in expectation.

PSALM 5: 2 - 3
ZZ/CHE volunteer Zoran and I were able to attend the first CHE 
International Conference in Europe (in Albania) this October. We 
were encouraged to see other teams, talk about new ideas and 
opportunities, and develop new relationships. We were also able to 
dream together about the future of ZZ/CHE Serbia, plan, and pray for 
the future.
All three CHE teams that exist in Serbia were able to share one stand, 
and ZZ was able to present. 
I am doing better with my health. It took me a very long time (two 
months) to recover totally from this very complicated situation with 
my kidney-stones attack. 
Thank you so much for your prayers! I needed them. 
ZZ is already planning a summer camp for summer 2026, as a very 
large team is ready to come to Serbia. It is a team of eighteen people. 
This is going to be a largest team ever coming to us, and we are 
already in preparation for their arrival - organizing hotel, planning. . . .
On a sad/tragic note, one of our families in Donji Petrovci (the Roma 
village where we do most of our current ministry) lost their father and 
husband to suicide, leaving behind his wife and three children ages 
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12, 8, and 7. Relationships were not healthy in this family, but please 
pray for them, as they miss their dad. 
Marija, our board member you were praying for, is still fighting against 
sarcoma that is now spread on some bones and gullet. Her lungs are 
now 30 percent metastasized instead of being covered 90 percent. 
She is a student and is working (making cinnamon rolls); her husband 
is working full time, and he is a student as well. 
One more story is our former volunteer Marijana Kičinja, who already 
had three operations this year and just a few weeks ago she was 
diagnosed with three tumors on her brain. 
It is really hard to plan and do ministry when there is so much pain 
and hard diagnoses among people who are close to ZZ, so I have 
decided that I am going to serve them.
I took two days with Marijana, as she needed to go somewhere. 
We went to one of the mountains to have fellowship, pray together, 
and talk about her health issues as well for this new situation and 
diagnosis that she is facing now. 
Our Christmas activities will start in January 2026, as Roma in Donji 
Petrovci are Orthodox, and they are celebrating Christmas in January 
(like most of Serbia, an Orthodox country). This time, we will try to 
include all of the kids as they are so happy to learn and represent. 
We will also have one volunteer who is coming from the USA to 
help us with this camp. With her, we will be talking and planning 
our ZZ activities when it comes to trauma, stress, and unhealthy 
environments, as she is a professional in this areas.
I need to say that our daughter got engaged in October! We are so 
happy for her!
Marijana Čizmanski
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THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS

December 4, 2025 - Persecution & Prayer Alert
VIETNAM: Christian Leader Extradited Despite Global Appeals
Sources: International Christian Concern, Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide, Amnesty International, ABC News
Y Quynh Bdap, a Christian activist and co-founder of Montagnards 
Stand for Justice, has long advocated for the rights of his people. 
As a Christian from a minority tribal group, Bdap (his given name) 
faced significant persecution in Vietnam. He fled the country in 2018, 
settling in Thailand where he sought protection as a refugee.
In June 2024, Bdap was detained by Thai authorities who claimed that 
he had overstayed his visa. The Vietnamese government requested 
his extradition, alleging that he had been convicted on terrorism 
charges and sentenced in absentia to 10 years’ imprisonment. These 
charges stem from a series of protests in Vietnam during 2023, 
including one that resulted in the bombing of a government building. 
However, Bdap was outside of the country during those events and 
denies any involvement.
For more than a year, human rights organizations have fought to 
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prevent the Christian man’s extradition, calling for his release from 
detention. Vietnam has a well-documented pattern of discrimination 
against Montagnards - and particularly Christians - through arbitrary 
arrests, torture and severe restrictions on their religious freedoms.
In the fall of 2024, a Thai court ordered that Bdap be extradited to 
Vietnam. Although this decision was appealed, the Court of Appeals 
ruled on November 26th of this year to uphold the verdict. Two days 
later, the Christian leader was handed over to Vietnamese authorities. 
He now faces an unknown future in a country where followers of 
Jesus continue to endure harassment and mistreatment.
• Please pray for God’s protection, strength and intervention 
on behalf of our extradited Christian brother as he now faces 
imprisonment in Vietnam.
• Also remember the many other believers in this Southeast 
Asian country who are suffering various forms of mistreatment 
for their faith, praying that God will likewise grant them courage, 
hope and unity in Christ despite the severe restrictions.
• Pray that the international community will continue to place 
pressure on the Vietnamese government, leading to justice and 
improved conditions - not only for Bdap, but also on behalf of 
the numerous other persecuted members of our Christian family 
who reside in that part of the world.
PAKISTAN: Missing Christian Woman Suspiciously Married
On November 17th, 21-year-old Monica Jennifer disappeared 
from her home in Rawalpindi, Punjab Province. Several days later, 
relatives of the resurfaced young Christian woman were heartbroken 
and fearful when she informed them of her sudden conversion to 
Islam and recent marriage to her Muslim neighbour.



Monica’s relatives are convinced that she was coerced into 
abandoning her family and Christian faith. “She was a spirit-filled 
Christian girl, devoted to her faith,” claims her brother, Raza Arif, 
who suspects that threats and blackmail were involved. The family of 
her alleged husband has warned the Christians to stop pursuing the 
case, threatening to accuse them of blasphemy if they challenged the 
validity of the marriage.
The kidnappings, forced conversions and coerced marriages of young 
Christian women and girls remain a significant problem in Pakistan. 
Although laws have been passed in efforts to curtail the practice, 
authorities are often hesitant to apply them.
• Ask the Lord to divinely intervene in this situation, providing 
Monica and her concerned family greatly needed protection, 
comfort and help as they seek His wisdom and guidance.
• May truth and justice prevail in this case, as well as those 
involving other Christian women and girls, resulting in the 
healing and restoration of many heartbroken families.
• Furthermore, pray that Pakistani authorities will courageously 
and more strictly enforce laws against coercive conversions 
- not only providing greater legal recourse and measures of 
protection for the victims, but ultimately preventing such crimes 
from occurring in the future.
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REPORT UPDATES
LIBERIA: Charges Against Pastor Dismissed
Source: VOMC Contact 
In late October, Pastor Sylvester was detained by police after Muslim 
community members claimed that he was unlawfully praying and 
worshipping. A Christian lawyer was hired to assist with the case, but 
concerns were raised about the health of the pastor and his family 
due to a lack of food and other necessities.
With thanksgiving, we are pleased to report that Pastor Sylvester was 
released while awaiting trial. Following the recent hearing of his case 
in late November, all charges against him have been dropped. The 
Christian leader is now free to resume his ministry activities, despite 
ongoing opposition from local community members.
• Praise God for the release of this dedicated pastor!
• Pray that Pastor Sylvester will receive the Lord’s wisdom, 
strength and protection as he endeavours to faithfully minister 
to the spiritually needy members of his community in the midst 
of opposition.
• May the light of the Gospel powerfully shine through his life 
and Christian witness, drawing many more Liberians to faith in 
Christ.
CHINA: 18 Church Leaders Formally Arrested
Sources: ChinaAid, Church in Chains, Reuters
In October, Chinese Communist Party (CCP) authorities began a 
coordinated campaign against the Beijing Zion Church and its various 
campuses, detaining dozens of Christian leaders.



On November 18th, the Beihai Municipal People’s Procuratorate 
approved the formal arrests of 18 pastors and church staff members, 
charging them with “illegally using information networks.” If convicted, 
the believers could face up to three years in prison. These formal 
arrests initiate criminal investigations that will eventually lead to the 
trial of each apprehended church leader - a process that could take 
more than a year.
Dr. Bob Fu, president of ChinaAid, describes the recent arrests as “a 
shocking milestone in the CCP’s full-scale war against Christianity in 
China.” Zion Church is one of the largest networks of unregistered 
churches in the country, with approximately 5,000 members spanning 
across more than 40 cities. In addition, an estimated 10,000 Christians 
view the services online. Jin Mingri, the church’s founder and senior 
pastor, happens to be among those arrested.
• Please prayerfully uphold the lawyers representing these 
Christian leaders, asking God to give each one of them wisdom, 
guidance, courage and clarity throughout the court processes.
• As a result, may all the charges against the accused pastors 
and other church leaders be dropped, allowing them to freely 
resume their ministry activities.
• In general, pray for the ongoing ministry of all churches in China 
- asking that, despite the intense governmental opposition, the 
message of the Gospel will continue to spread exponentially 
throughout the country so that multitudes more will experience 
the life-transforming love of Christ.
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Amanda Benson:
Website: send.org/benson
Email: oboejo09@gmail.com
Address: 113 E. Leighton St. 
Brandon, SD 57005
Tax-deductible donations can 
be sent to: SEND International
PO BOX 513, Farmington, MI 
48332 Missionary #169352

Harlan Moss:
Email: hpmoss1@Yahoo.com
Phone: 605-940-4220
Address: South Dakota Prison 
Chaplain’s Association
Harlan Moss 601 W 57th Street, 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108

Marijana Cizmanski: 
Email: marijanacizmanski@
gmail.com
Address: Sima Matavulja 24 
21000 Novi Sad Serbia Serbia

How To Give To North 
American Baptist 
Missionaries:
Step 1: Go to the NAB’s 
new missions webpage 
nabonmission.org.
Step 2: Click on the 
“missionaries” label.
Step 3: Click on the national 
missionary to whom you would 
like to designate your support.
Step 4: Click on the “give to..” 
button on the national workers 
page.
Step 5: Fill out the form. All 
gifts given through the NAB are 
tax deductible.
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